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Kyoto International Student House

*  Haus der Begegnung Kyoto

PRINCIPLE AND PURPOSE
by Dr. Werner Kohler

“Haus der Begegnung” is a house where men from
different continents and cultures, of different races and
colors, different social strata, religions and outlooks live
together. The house members face realistically the
difference of national, cultural and religious backgrounds.
It is a “House of Encounter” as its name ‘“Haus der
Begegnung” indicates. It is an experimental training place
for peace, which is not merely absence of war, a training
place for the construction of a new form of society
necessitated by the demands of the world of tomorrow.

The house life is guided by the following considerations.

1. The living together in the International Student House
Kyoto is not an end in itself. Nor is it a world of its own. It
is concerned with the daily human society to which we all
belong. Our human society, as history shows, is in need of
constant renewal. Forms of society change, old traditions
decline, new ones arise; but Life Together is the
destination of man.

2. Life Together is life in relation with others, with those
we like and those we dislike, with those who have
different convictions and opinions. Life Together means
love and respect for those who are different. We have the
freedom to agree to disagree with one another.

3. Life Together is life in daily renewal. We all have a
natural inclination to favor our own beliefs and concepts.
The house members let themselves be mutually
questioned and challenged in their opinions, attitudes and
habits. By nature we are inclined to have relations with,
and fulfill responsibilities to, our own family group and
those of our own social milieu or those that are useful to us.
We aim to outgrow these self-centered inclinations. Life
Together allows for diversity and runs counter to
conformity and unconformity. The traditional societies
classify people according to their educational, political,
moral and financial standards. Life Together transcends
these traditional classes.

4. Life Together is an adventure and an experiment. “Haus
der Begegnung” in Kyoto practices in small dimension a
new form of society. This new society is both conservative
and revolutionary in that it respects the past with its
traditions and looks to the future with its possibilities. It is
a form of society which is renewing itself in free
self-criticism of its members. The basis of this Life
Together is Life itself.

Thus it is hoped that students living in this house are
willing on their own initiative to participate in various
activities such as seminar-like meeting, common meals
and house chores of different kinds.

*Dr. Kohler was the most central among the forwarder of HdB in 1965. He and Dr. Inagaki served as the first

House Farther.
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Last year, on December 23, 2024, Prof. Werner Kohler's eldest daughter, Kathrin, passed away
due to illness. I have had an ongoing relationship with her and her sister, Veronika, and would

like to contribute my memories of her here.

I am the granddaughter of the first housefather, Hiroshi Inagaki. For this reason, I had the
opportunity to meet Kathrin several times during her visits to Kyoto since my childhood, but it
was the death of my father in 2012 that brought me into direct contact with her. My father
continued to correspond with Kathrin and her sister Veronika, and on the day of his death, for
the first time in decades, Kathrin's sister, Veronika, visited me at our home with her husband.
A few hours later, my father died in his home. This encounter brought my sisters — Kathrin

and Veronika - and I together.
After my father's death, I went to Switzerland. In Switzerland, I stayed with Veronika in her

home, and together with Kathrin, we visited Saas, where Kohler and his wife, and also Georg,

are buried. There was a well-maintained church tucked away in the peaceful, traditional Swiss
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countryside. In the cemetery, they were laid to rest. I remember that I had a strange feeling
that my late father was standing there praying with me. After that, Kathrin and I talked about
many things. From the differences in food and lifestyle between Switzerland and Japan, to
religion, politics, war.... Kathrin had a firm idea of her ideal world and worked hard to realize
it in her own way. She sometimes seemed to clash with others because she thought her ideals
were so right. However, I believe that there was always a deep “love” in her premise.?

After returning home, I kept in touch with her regularly, and when my first son was born in
2022, she sent me a music box with the sound of edelweiss, hand-knitted baby socks, delicious
Swiss chocolates (I am sure these were just for me!!!), a postcard ), and a postcard. I was busy
raising my child and working on my doctoral dissertation at the time, so I never wrote her
back.

Around December 2024, I received a phone call from my sister Veronika. Kathrin was in
critical condition. She had colon cancer and was in hospice because of uncontrolled pain.
When Veronika told me of her symptoms, I realized that Kathrin did not have long to live. And
the next day I sent a Christmas gift for her. I really couldn't send much. It was a message card
and five origami cranes, representing in my mind her and her four siblings (Kathrin, Georg,
Veronika, Barbara and Elisabeth). I sent them with many stamps of old Japanese scenery left
to me by my late grandmother. I was sad to think that I would never see her again, but I
wanted to express my gratitude somehow before she passed away. I asked Veronika to take
them to her hospice bed. Veronika fulfilled my request. Kathrin, who received my gift, was in
a semi-awake state and could not communicate much. However, she received and recognized
the paper cranes and my message very well. On December 23, she passed away, and on
January 16, she was put to rest in her hometown Uster, followed by a church ceremony

attended by many friends and locals.

The relationship that Werner and Nelly Kohler, together with Hiroshi and Kazuko Inagaki,
fostered here at HDB has now transcended the passage of more than half a century and
extended to me, her granddaughter. I would like to continue to nurture this relationship with
great care. The world is a big place, and history and truth differ greatly depending on which
perspective you look at it from, what it means to be Japanese, what should be protected, what
should be changed... I would like to pass on to the next generation these important encounters
that broadened my perspective, deepened my thinking, and heightened my sensitivity to

continue asking questions. I feel that I would like to pass it on to the next generation.

Thank you, Kathrin. Please rest in peace. I would like to do for others what you did for

me.
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Birthday gifts from Kathrin

From the left, Kathrin,
Elisabeth, Nelly, Veronika

and Barbara

From the left, Kathrin and
Elisabeth
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From Mario to Siebold
How Japanese Video Games Culture Guided Me to Kyoto

Mattias van Ommen (Nethertlands)
(RISt R S A 28 - BhZ. 20090M)

In this short article, I will reflect on how my research has been shaped through a series of
chance encounters that bring together Japanese culture, video games, and cultural
anthropology. Born and raised in the Netherlands, I benefited from access to Japanese popular
culture, as well as the long historical relationship between the Netherlands and Japan. I
cultivated these interests through exchanges in Kyoto, where I was able to conduct
ethnography, which values understanding people on their own terms, in their own language. I
apply these principles to qualitative research of video game player communities, which I hope

will help in improving understanding between those who play, and those who do not.

1. Encountering Japanese Culture

I was born and raised in the middle of the Netherlands, in an area (Utrecht) famous for
“Miffy” and a hometown (Houten) known for its many and wide bicycle lanes. While in
elementary school, like many others my age, one
of the first encounters I had with Japan was
through its games: specifically, Mario. At the
time, the internet was not developed, so we had
to borrow games from neighbors. Besides vibrant
use of colors and cute character design, by the
end of elementary school I started to get invested

in games that had deeper stories and emotional

experiences. I was surprised to learn that all

these types of games that I liked were from

Japan. Even though they all used the same

hardware, geographical origin and culture

seemed to produce vastly different genres of

games, reflecting cultural and artistic trends

from that society.

This initial intrigue led to a passion during my teenager years. Compared to Japan, teens in

the Netherlands don’t have as many homework assignments or exam cramming, so there is
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plenty of time to pursue hobbies and interests. At around 15 years old, I started writing about
Japanese video games and co-founded a Dutch digital community featuring game reviews and
discussions. I also started to develop my own games, and followed a science-oriented high
school program that I would hope lead me to become a game designer.

Yet, these plans radically changed when I heard that YFU (Youth For Understanding) was
offering scholarships to Dutch high school students to celebrate the 400" year of trade
relationships between Japan and the Netherlands. At 17 years old, I was offered this
scholarship, and I was happy to leave my life behind for a new adventure, still intrigued by the
culture that created the games that I was so passionate about. I was placed in a homestay
family in Nara prefecture, where I started to learn my first Japanese, and went to a prefectural
high school (Sakurai high school). I became fascinated with learning about the food culture, as
well as difference in customs such as needing to wear a school uniform. My experience
belonging to the school’s soccer club stood out the most, since there were so many differences,
even though we were playing the same game as many kids do in the Netherlands. One is that
there was no grass, which surprised me, as I thought it affected the game a lot. Moreover, the
way in which seniors and juniors interacted with each other was quite new to me. Thus, as |
had learned before, culture and society affects the way even entertainment such as games are
played.

Through this experience, I learned to rethink of my life in the Netherlands in a new way. The
things I took for granted and thought were “normal” or “common sense” were often turned
upside down. As a relatively shy person that didn’t always fit in back home, this exposure to
alternative ways of being led me to develop myself in ways that felt incredibly empowering.
From just video games, I started becoming more interested and writing about the culture at
large. Doing so, I appreciated being able to speak to people on their own terms, using their
own language, rather than a detached view. Later on, I learned that was I was doing was
actually close to the methods of cultural anthropology.

As my exchange period came to an end, I was sad as | had felt | had just gotten used to the
culture and language. Before I left Japan, one chance encounter in a Nara museum on
“exchange student day” changed my life forever, as
one student was a college student who told me
about the program in Japan studies at Leiden
university (thank you Gijs!). Since I was so
fascinated with Japanese culture, I quickly changed
my focus from hard science towards the social
sciences as 1 got home and wrapped up my high

school.
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2 College Years: Towards Kyoto

I was happy to start my program in Japanese studies in Leiden, a beautiful college town
with almost everything a short walk (or bike trip) away. Since Siebold lived there, there is a
strong connection to Japan, and the program itself featured exchange opportunities to places
like Nagasaki, Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto. Once it was clear that I was moving to Kyoto,
sempai introduced me to HdB (thanks Agnoek and Edwin!). For a student like me, HdB was a
great place to be because it allowed me to interact with Japanese students as well as
international students. I remember learning a lot about other cuisines at the common meals,
played tons of ping pong, and had a great time at overnight trips to Lake Biwa and Soni
Highlands.

Besides just having fun and exploring Japanese language and culture, I also gathered data for
my undergraduate thesis project, which was a sociological study on Japanese school clubs.
Some HdB residents agreed to share their experiences, and many of the interviews were
conducted in the lounge. In the end, I wanted to be able to answer the puzzle of why students
spend so much time on school clubs when they are also trying to study so as to get into a good
university. In the end, I found evidence suggesting that school clubs give students active
leadership that make up for the passive dynamics of typical classrooms. For this reason, as
well as the ability to overcome various physical hardship, successfully completing school club
experience was found to have a positive effect on job hunting in Japan. This thesis became the
basis for my first academic publication. Because I was so driven to learn about Japanese
culture, one sempai (again Agnoek!) introduced me to the possibility of applying for
scholarships to pursue graduate studies in the US. However, I had to decide a major. After
thinking about it carefully, I decided I was going to apply to anthropology programs, since
anthropology emphasizes long-term fieldwork in developing social relations with the people

whose culture you try to study.

3. Studying Cultural Anthropology in Hawaii

This led me to Hawaii, which has proximity to Japan, lots of good Japanese food, specialists
on Japanese culture, and a beautiful green university campus. I ended up staying almost eight
years, since | also decided to do my PhD there. A big part of this was the presence of my
advisor Christine Yano, a Japanese American anthropologist from Hawaii known for her
anthropological research into Japanese popular culture such as enka and Hello Kitty. For most
of my time, I lived at the East-West Center, an international student community fostering
cultural exchange, much like HdB. As the only person from the Netherlands, I was able to join
other student community’s activities such as Indonesian, Vietnamese, Bangladeshi, as well

students from Pacific islands such as Palau and Vanuatu. I participated in their cultural
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activities, such as drinking kava and
“talking stories”. As an anthropologist,
this was an incredibly rich environment,
and just like at HdB, I became involved in
the student leadership.

Meanwhile, T studied the principles of
cultural anthropology, including the
methodology of participant observation as
developed by Bronislaw Malinowski. His

1922 ethnography, Argonauts of the

Western Pacific, vividly portrays the culture of the Trobriand Islands near Papua New Guinea,
as well as delineates the method of participant observation: participant observation requires
not only observation but

active engagement in the

culture under study.
Researchers must

immerse themselves,

avoiding frequent
returns to their own

cultural comfort zones,
to build trust and

acquire local language

and cultural knowledge. Mistakes are inevitable and require repeated corrections from locals,
but researchers should act without embarrassment, gradually socializing over an extended
period. Using local language and concepts—not external ones—is essential for analysis and
interpretation. Unlike traditional scientific perspectives that emphasize objectivity and
detachment, anthropology acknowledges that researchers inevitably influence and are
influenced by their subjects. This transformation is not a drawback but a valuable tool for the
research process. Ultimately, participant observation aims to dissolve the binary between
researcher and participant, achieving a balance between insider and outsider perspectives.
Thus, rather than criticizing or judging unfamiliar ways of life, cultural anthropology seeks to

contextualize and explain them.

3. Social Research on Online Games

This brings me to my current research project, which applies these methodological insights to
the phenomenon that sparked my interest in Japanese culture from the start: Japanese video

games. While there is some quantitative research on players of games in Japan, there is little
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qualitative research. As a result, while we know things like how often and for how many hours
people play, we don’t know as much about why they play and what is the nature of the world
they find there. Related to this is the tendency to talk about “games” in a generalized way, “if
you play games, you will...”, both in negative and positive ways. This kind of generalized talk
about games fails to consider the vast diversity of types and genres of games, as well as the
different people who play them. As a result, people who play games tend to emphasize the
benefits, and those who don’t emphasize the negatives. While games can be associated with
improved motor skills and dealing with negative emotions, they are also associated with
violence and your brain “going bad”. This is emphasized by mixed messaging such as the
WHO simultaneously warning against gaming disorder, while also promoting games as a way
to stay safely connected to each other during the pandemic. Naturally, people who don’t play
games often only emphasize the former, while people who do play games only mention the
latter. This makes the gap between those who play and those who don’t even larger.

I propose using cultural anthropology to bridge these gaps and foster dialogue between
players and non-players. Video game worlds and cultures share a commonality with those of
the Pacific Islands: both have often been viewed as "other" and exotic, observed from an
outsider's perspective. One crucial difference is that we don’t necessarily know where or who
the players are. They could be your sibling, neighbor, or colleague. Yet, they tend to be
described as socially awkward, male geeks or ofaku. Participant observation can help with
such stereotypes by providing a more realistic depiction that shows how what they do makes
sense on their own terms. Moreover, unlike broadcast media, video games fundamentally
differ in that each user's input shapes the gaming experience, creating a dynamic interaction
between game rules and player actions. This makes participant observation, which emphasizes
active engagement, particularly relevant in studying video games. Boellstorff et al.'s
Ethnography and Virtual Worlds (2012) argues that participant observation can be fluidly
adapted to virtual environments. So, this is what I did for my dissertation project: focus on one
popular online game-world, Final Fantasy XIV, to explore its culture.

Within that game, I joined one Japanese gaming community while documenting my
observations and conversations. Since there were also offline manifestations and meet-ups
between players, I moved to Tokyo for much of this fieldwork. Overall, I found a diverse,
vibrant player community interested in connecting with those who are different. Many players
are older than I expected, late 20s and 30s, and they don’t use games to quit school, family, or
work activities, but often integrate them or use the game to support such institutions. Some
in-game communities were even reserved for those with full-time, working jobs, and players
could often be heard talking about how the few hours playing the game helps them unwind
from busy jobs. Players often talked about everyday topics, yet also engaged in serious
discussions about relationships, work, and physical health. In this way, the game-world

became a kind of third place beyond just an entertainment medium.
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Another finding was the high number of female players, who enjoyed fulfilling leadership
roles such as group leader and event organizer. Unlike in the physical world, it is fun for
women to explore a fantasy world in which vulnerabilities are evenly distributed across gender,
unlike in the physical world. Related to this diversity in player gender is the commonality of
inter-player romantic relationships to develop, supported by in-game features such as wedding
ceremonies. One of my conclusions is therefore that players of games such as the one I studied
are not escaping society but instead looking to create society in a way that is safe, accessible,
and engaging. After a postdoc at Harvard University, I started researching and teaching at
Doshisha on these topics. Therefore, a pursuit and curiosity on these topics led me back to

Kyoto.

4. Conclusion

This was just a short preview of my research and how it brings together perspectives on
cultural anthropology, digital games, and Japanese culture. I hope to publish a book on this
topic soon. However, I want to emphasize that none of this would be possible without the
many chance encounters I’ve had that led me here, including my time at HdB. If anybody has
any interest in cultural anthropology or questions about my research on Japanese games,

please get in touch as [ am always happy to hear from fellow house residents and alumni.

FHIHESTO Mattias K
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Let’s think of a title together here

Workshop Toban

Erika Nakano

Faculty of Science, Kyoto Sangyo University

Nguyen Bich Ngoc (Jade)

Global Environmental Program, Graduate University for Advanced Studies (SOKENDAI)
Kota Nomura

Faculty of Economics, Kyoto University

HdB is somewhat a student-run dormitory. In HdB, the residents take on different “roles” and
choose to be members of a “toban” that contributes to HdB as a whole. There was once a
Workshop Toban during the Spring Semester 2024 (April-September, 2024), consisting of
Kota, Erika, and Jade.

Initially, we had to present something after each common meal and do a big presentation for
OM %3. Yet, the three of us wanted to make the “compulsory” workshops more fun for
everyone and that it wouldn’t be just the three of us as presenters all the time. That’s why we
opened the workshop up for others to share their ideas, and we as the Workshop toban would
help develop their ideas and facilitate. As a result, we did a drawing (Orane’s idea) and a

debate session (Jack’s idea). It was the first time for most residents to ever draw or debate.

We tried to draw a cow from The debate topics that were thought of but not debated
memory and then from a photo during the workshop.
online.

This picture was drawn by Orane.
The cow’s name is not Orane but, in It is hung in the lobby so that residents can casually

fact, Alvin. discuss them if they are interested.
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[Erika]

I belong to a volunteer group at the university’s astronomical observatory. As part of my
activities, I often give presentations on the principles of observation. Participating in the OM
43 was a great opportunity to share my field, astronomy, with both those interested in space
and those who may not be, as people rarely have the chance to visit astronomical observatories.

For the event, I presented one of my usual topics from the observatory, and I’d like to share

the story here as well.

In my presentation, I guided the
audience through an experiment on
spectroscopy, a method used to
observe celestial bodies. Light is a
wave, and its color depends on its
wavelength. In spectroscopy, light
is separated into a spectrum of
colors, like a rainbow, based on its
wavelength. Using a diffraction([=]
1) sheet, the audience observed
the spectra of three types of light sources: hydrogen, helium, and neon. I hope they noticed
that each element produces a unique pattern of colors. This principle is fundamental in
astronomy. For example, the light from stars can also be analyzed using spectroscopy. By
comparing the spectral patterns of various elements with the spectrum of a star, you can
determine the materials present in the star. With a spectrometer—a device used in
spectroscopy—attached to a telescope, you can gather this information from Earth without
needing to physically visit the stars. Even space probes don’t need to travel to the stars for this
purpose. Spectroscopy has other applications as well. For instance, it can reveal how fast a
planet’s clouds are moving or the velocity of stars. Thanks to spectroscopy, we can obtain a
wealth of information about space. Koyama Astronomical Observatory, where I volunteer, has
developed a highly accurate spectrometer capable of dividing light into 20,000 distinct colors.
You can see this in action during our stargazing events, held twice a month. If you’re

interested, you can reserve a spot through the observatory’s website.

In summary, spectroscopy allows us to identify the materials in stars and measure the

movement of celestial bodies. After my presentation, U-san and the former House Parents
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visited the observatory and joined one of our events. It was wonderful to meet them there.

Thank you so much!

[Jade]

For my presentation at the OM %3, I did an interactive session together with all the participants
called “Our ecosystem” where I asked the participants about what different “ecosystems”
components mean to them. They expressed their thoughts via words or drawings on the
posters hung around the venue all together, then we all took a look at what we had collectively
“said”. Below are the photos of what were “said” during the workshop I did, in no particular

order.

I remember getting so nervous I could barely breathe and utter a sound. I remember I already
got so nervous before my presentation that my hands went cold and I had to hug my friend
Selma during the event until it was my turn. When it was my turn to finally “present”, I
facilitated the workshop in English; Kota helped me to translate what I said into Japanese.
When the instruction was given out and there was no need for translation anymore, Kota asked

me if he should leave and I looked at him thinking I could almost burst into tears because of
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the stress, saying, “no, can you please stay with me”.
But do you know what is funny? That it was all in my head and my heart. To the participants
and everyone else in the room, they told me that I shone and I looked so confident “on stage”,

which was very interesting to me.

[Kota]

For this year’s presentation, I took a slightly different approach. Initially, I wasn’t sure what to
present, but House Mother suggested I demonstrate DJing. I brought my DJ controller and
other equipment and showcased how to DJ in front of the audience.

First, I gave an introductory explanation about DJing, and then I demonstrated a DJ technique
called transition and mashup using the controller. Later, I invited some volunteers to try it

themselves.

It was a great opportunity to practice public speaking, and I felt very happy that evening when

everyone complimented me during the Nomikai at the House Parents’ room.

After we had done with all of our responsibility for the Workshop Toban, Yuuko-san treated us
to Takoyaki to celebrate afterwards. We ate so many kinds of Takoyaki with some other

dormmates in HdB. We were all so very proud of the three of us as a toban and individually.
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[ NIRRT LUV ELDFT U RED]

From April 2024 to January 2025

Drawing our time at HdB

Le Saout Orane (France)

Kyoto University, Faculty of Economics
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Our Official-Unofficial Event Schedule
Yuko Nakakuki (HM)

Spring Semester [Team Members : Ayano, Anli, Damian, Yuta]

05/04/2024 Welcome Party (+ First House Meeting)

19/04/2024 Common Meal 1

26/04/2024 First Potluck Party

03/05/2024 Open House Party

24/05/2024 Common Meal 2 + Workshop (Drawing)

08/06/2024 One Day Trip (Kobe)

29/06/2024 OM=: (Erika, Jade, Kota-Presentation) + Common Meal 3
12/07/2024 Common Meal 4 (Yukata #7< Common Meal)+Workshop (Debate)
03/08/2024 Big Cleaning

09/08/2024 Common Meal 5 (+Last House Meeting)

18/08/2024 F3%% BBQ Party in HdB Garden

31/08/2024 7 H ¥ V) 42 {7Y oshida Higashi Summer Festival 2024 Participation
20/09/2024 Saikyo Junior High School Students Visit

28/09/2024 Japanese Garden (with The International Japanese Tea Association)
Workshop; Orane’s Drawing, Jack’s Debate, and OMZ>

Fall Semester [Team Members: Jade, Orane, Kota, Meki]

04/10/2024 Welcome Party (+ First House Meeting)

05/10/2024 Disaster Response Workshop & Evacuation Drill with firemen
20/10/2024 Culture Day

25/10/2024 Common Meal 1 (+Halloween Party)

08/11/2024 Common Meal 2

16/11/2024 Open House Party

08/12/2024 Thanksgiving & International Food Festival (IFF)
14/12/2024 Sports Day

28/12/2024 Common Meal 3 (+Christmas Party)

31/12/2024 Nenmatsu Big Cleaning + Toshikoshi Udon (+Hatsumoude )
01/01/2025 Japanese New Year (Osechi Workshop by Erika)

10/01/2025 Common Meal 4

07/02/2025 Common Meal 5 (+ Last House Meeting)

09/02/2025 Big Cleaning
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*Every non- common-meal Friday : Potluck Party, Birthday Party, Farewell Party

Selma started the Potluck Party, we can bring our own food and drinks, we and friends

can participate freely.

*In the fall semester, a new Safety Toban has been created. Evacuation drill was conducted on their leads.
They were so active when the flu epidemic broke out in HdB.

*We participated in community evacuation drills, the festival and the rice cake making event and
interacted with people.

All events were very successful thanks to the Team’s leadership. I really appreciate their
wonderful ability, strength, and personality.

Thank you, Supermen and Superwomen, no, my beloved Monsters!!

46



HB IZEN =D L BT AP =T o T
A girl who admired HdB became a House Mother

AR T (Yuko Nakakuki, HM)
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When 1 first stood in the lobby of this dormitory, I was a girl in a uniform. The scene I
gazed at from the center of the lobby is the same as it is now. I remember feeling as if I were
in a foreign country, with classic furniture, a counter, and a bright light green garden. Decades
later, I now stand in the same place as a House Mother. At the center of the mysterious
connection that led me to HdB is Mr. Hiroshi Uchiumi, who was a House Father during my
brother's time, and the Yamamoto couple, Mr. Keiichi and Mrs. Natsuko, who I have heard
took care of my father and uncle a long time ago, along with my dear friend and dormitory
committee member, Ms. Kayoko Maekawa. Of course, the presence of my brother, Tadahisa
Iwata, and my husband, Takuya Nakakuki, who provided the opportunity for me to come to
Kyoto, is the origin of it all. I am sincerely grateful for all these connections. After I became a
House Mother, I came to accept the reality that I could no longer be just a Dreamer who
admired HdB due to three significant realizations. The first is that HdB is filled with
Supermen and Superwomen. They cook with thick, difficult books in one hand, and being
fluent in more than two languages is a given. They immediately implement the ideas that
come to mind. They grasp and understand 100 things from one, and perfect them. It's
electrifying to see them typing on the keyboard while saying, "Make sense!" Meetings yield
results with sharp concentration, and they end with a round of applause after asking,
"Anything else?" Even now, I am in awe of their abilities, and I actually need a little alcohol
before meetings to ease my nerves. The second important realization is that they are real
human beings. Because they are exceptionally talented, they have left their beloved families
back home and come here alone. They feel a pang of longing for their important ones,
experience joy when praised, and sometimes can be in a bad mood. Before being Supermen
and Superwomen, they are young people with real bodies and pure hearts. To me, they are
admirable beings, but they are also pure-hearted humans, and I am a nurturing mother to them.
And the third realization was taught to me by my dear ones: Kindred Spirit and Belonging.
For these superhuman individuals to thrive globally, this Kindred Spirit and Belonging are
crucial, with the center being "HdB." I will forever remain a House Mother in their memories.
I have transformed from a mere girl who admired HdB into a mother of Supermen and
Superwomen, loving and cherishing them. My beloved Supermen and Superwomen, I am
always proud of you and love you from the bottom of my heart. The admiration of that girl has
turned into a mother’s love. I am grateful to my parents who brought me to HdB that day.

Thanks to them, I am now their mother. With gratitude and love.
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Life can change with one word - "All you have to do is sitting down'' -

FIAAREL, (Takuya Nakakuki, HdB BEZ HF)

(BRI IFES TWDIET TOWDNG | BN A —THLHEICEbIT, L<bo
HaWEE, @R o Ny 27 p =L L THB IZBED 0 PR ESREE L, B
ZH L, UK TWehoTa b, HEH Z D0 oL yT > b, BfREDIIC,
Hz ., B LRSI A W W TWET, LY T U b, AT RADTZDIZH A ED Ao
TNDINT AP —THARD & RYIT, JESTVDHIZELWTTN,

NEZ, BAROHENC, MBS ADEHI7—F T, RE<EboTn s Z &
. ZARFATHWS DL L, S0AGBH D EB->THET, INFEAEDOKE, FALH
F Y ENTZIRNEA T T LI, WL D L9 70 2 EIFREN T, BAERWNTHENE
WARLT, Liobw dWESN, HEORAII-SNS FHTHEHY £ LI,

HAHH. FARFMAULOLEAEN, 7T ADOIHRAIORTT, MRITENR R TN E =
ATHHRALRLS>TND, ] LFELTSNE LT, TR E 20T T, JAY OFRE RS
BHRZEDY, LrolBRICBENFTLHIL IRV EL, 7 7 ADEETY, LIANE
HET SR ToDIZ, v MY THERERICRIIND L2V E L, ZOo—507%
Mol WolZWENEEARNEES /L THOTL X 90 SFeEidiE, 4 THRE
B L CWET, 20% b, HEDLTHEORAI SN TWE LT E S,

LT hOEESALL, ZRETHLZANL LAXRESVAH Y, ZHUTHdB TL
Bohenb b2 EBWET, MEE BAROHEN0, i - 7o AOEEHT—5 T,
KREL EboTWNEET, L HAALNNIELHIUTEN L HH Y| FHIES LT 5T
LED BMHEZ ORI EITEAEEAN T LWERE TAZ S0, 9 £ 07 T
% L7 DD DN GRS Rt RHC, BB NEWEZ T R I~ -MEo® Y 7%,
EXATHEN L THED K K D 7z EBnWET,

TRAIRBH DAL ITERE D AT X
B ZOBEOTZHOIZ, WEETOWAALRENDHST-ATE, > TEARBIZEZ D XD
W DR KD K7 R4 71 NI~ “HREIT7AM=U—=" XY
“BZ BIVEREETC, B, IR TEL0E2HZ L7
HoXNT7 Wl ‘m— KA T7 YU 1D

49



"All you have to do is sitting down" was what my wife, the current house mother, told me, and more
than half a year had passed since I started being as a house father at HdB. I make new discoveries
and receive inspiration every day from the many residents and people involved who I probably
would never have met if I hadn't come here. Compared to the house mothers who run around every

day for the residents and the house, I'm really just sitting there.

Life can change dramatically with chance encounters and a trivial word from someone you meet,
and I believe that this is what has made me who I am today. When I was in elementary school, 1
wasn't the type to stand out much. I hated being a good kid, and I was always being scolded and

made to stand at the back of the classroom, regardless of whether the teacher was there or not.

One day, my homeroom teacher said to me in front of the whole class, "He does his best even
when I'm not looking." That experience changed the way people around me looked at me, and I
started to have a little more confidence in myself. Even in class elections, I was elected as class
representative by a large margin, even though I had not been recommended before. What kind of
life would I have lived without that one word? I am still very grateful to the teacher. After that, I was

still standing at the back of the classroom.

All of you residents have had and will continue to have many encounters, many of which you can
only get at HdB. Life can change greatly through chance encounters or a trivial word from someone
you meet. Of course, there are good things and bad things, and sometimes you will have difficulties.
I can't say anything arrogant, but I would like to conclude by introducing to you a line from a drama
that I remember myself when I am confused in a new environment, things are not going well, or I

am having a hard time.
"You don't know what's going to happen, that's what keeps you going."

"You will be able to feel that all the things that have happened up until now have been for this

moment."
By Rika Akana from “Tokyo Love Story"
“All you have to decide is what to do with the time that is given to you”

By Gandalf from “The Lord of the Rings”
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First Night at HdB

Adhisty Larasati (Indonesia)
Graduate School of Agricuture, Kyoto University

A little fun fact about me, my name is Adhisty Larasati but I am called Nana, and the
reason for that is simply because I adore the actress Komatsu Nana, and so I adopted that name as
my nickname to be used by everyone. This is my first ever experience in Japan, no, abroad.
Coming into a whole new country to me was filled with a lot of emotions, from fear, joy, sadness,
and confusion. Each and every feeling mingle and come together as one, that the first time I
stepped onto the airplane, I cried. I thought, “Finally, I am riding on an airplane, finally I am going
abroad!”. The joy of it all intensifies even more when I arrived at HdB. At first, I was nervous
whether I would be able to adapt and blend in with everyone at the dorm, but surprisingly just one
week into the dorm and I am already making lots of friends! It really touches my heart how nice
and lovely people are in here.

However, there is one incident that I will never forget as one of my most memorable
moment of moving in to HAB, and that is when I lost the key to my luggage. Just the night when
my mother and sister are finally leaving, I went to open my luggage for some change of clothes,
however lo and behold the keys are gone. Therefore, I went and knock on the house parents’ door
at 9 pm and there Yuko-san, the house mother (HM), had saved my life. First, we went into my
room and face my locked suitcase. I suggested a hammer, smashing it against the lock for it to be
open, and so we tried in turn, but to our surprise this lock has a lot more than just nine lives, it was
impossible to open. The HM tried to call the lock opening company, but as I was surfing the
internet, I found pictures of bolt cutters, which gave me an idea. I asked the HM if we have one
here, she said we do and a few minutes later came back with one. She did the honor of opening
the lock because the tool seems dangerous. And there, the lock was opened! Clean cut! I felt quite
emotional when the lock is finally out of the way of me getting into my after-three-days change of
clothes, I am always grateful for Yuko-san the HM for this moment, and will try my best to not be
the same stupid Nana who lost her suitcase keys. As we were walking to return the tools, she told
me, “Doing this makes us look like a pair of thieves don’t you think?”. It is a night that I think I
cannot forget. I am very grateful that I was encountered by the chance for interview and move to
HdB, not only because the lobby is nice and the garden is beautiful and that there are two pianos
we can play with, but also because of how kind and lovely the people are and the environment
being created, that I can already feel a sense of belonging here. I am always grateful for the House

Parents, Yuko-san and Takuya-san, friends, and others here for creating such a lovely place to call
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home. Everyday in HdB, I feel moved by people’s ability to show kindness, and I am beyond
grateful to be able to witness it.
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Volunteering in Thailand

Anthony Quispe (Peru )
Graduate School of Management, Kyoto University / #% = & FL K 2258 U K2

Since I arrived at HdB, 1 have experienced countless good experiences. The Common Meal events,
Potluck events, and several parties around the year are events that give that feeling of uniqueness to
HdB. However, probably the one with the most relevance last year (2024) was the volunteering I did

in Thailand.

In the middle of the year 2024 I was chosen to volunteer
in the city of Sukhotai in Thailand'. Thailand is a
beautiful country with a unique cultural charm. Since my
arrival, I was impressed by the efficient infrastructure, the
green landscapes, and the hospitality of teacher Nonglak,
who helped me settle in and introduced me to her
colleagues at Udomdarunee school. This volunteering consisted of teaching English and Japanese to

middle school and high school students.

Honestly, I was not confident in my Japanese
skills at first; however, as I volunteered, I gained
confidence, while at the same time I was able to
meet very kind local people and foreigners who
shared their experience and journey in this

country with me.

Va4~ BAGERREEIRE Y 1 7 T A

This volunteer program was planned by Dr. Y okuo Murata, a council member of HIB
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The campus was large and welcoming, with students
and staff who made me feel part of their community. I
was amazed by the customs, such as students wearing
bare feet in the buildings. The cafeteria was affordable
and varied, although I only got to try a portion of their
dishes.

Overall, this volunteering experience was very enriching, as |
shared about Peruvian culture and accompanied students on a
field trip to Sukhothai Historical Park, while also learning about
Thai customs, such as traditional greetings and the assignment of
colors per day. In my free time, I explored the city with teachers

and learned to cook Thai dishes.

As I said goodbye, the students gave me gifts,
showing their generosity. With this writing, I
would not only like to report on such an
unforgettable volunteering experience, but [
would also like to encourage HdB residents to
participate in this program, as well as other
similar ones. I firmly believe that an overseas
experience contributes both personally and to the

people around you.

So, what are you waiting for? i ¥
BB LE D!
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The Senselessness of War

Ayano Fukuda (Japan)

Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine, Nursing

I currently have no immediate and pressing desire or longing to become a nurse. Becoming
a nurse is one sure way for me to become financially independent and is feasible if I choose.
This is due to the fact that I have many people supporting me as a “nursing student” and as a
result of my moratorium and struggles as a “student.”

The most important thing I want to accomplish in life is to reduce everything related to
deadly weapons: research, development, buying and selling, transportation, trade, etc.

As a high school student, I used to say that the solution to environmental problems lies in
the economic behavior of people. However, neither individual behavior nor the economic
system can be changed by simply trying to change it. In fact, it would certainly be considered
more intelligent for many people to be aware of their purchasing behavior as some sort of
declaration of intent and voting in everyday life situations. I now believe that, in order to
change the flow of purchasing behavior and restrictions on the manufacture and sale of arms,
we must likewise work on the economy.

And again, | am at a loss.

There are probably people in every country, and even in Japan, who die without being able
to speak out because of the pain and embarrassment of experiencing war. PTSD in ex-military
personnel is well known and publicly documented in the U.S. after the Vietham War, which
lasted from 1965 to 1975. Later, PTSD from the Battle of Okinawa and PTSD among
ex-servicemen began to attract attention in Japan as well. Now I am also interested in the fact
that the Japanese domestic media is extremely biased in its international coverage. In
particular, there is a strong bias in which regions are covered. I think it can be said that we are
generally “insensitive” to the actual impact in our daily lives and to the events that cause it.

In Japan and around the world, I would like to continue to research and think about the
“senselessness of war” and appeal for anti-war measures this year. As a resident of Japan and a
Japanese citizen, I would like to focus on the fact that the U.S. is a military-industrial complex
and that there are people who are against military research at American universities, mainly
after the Vietnam War. 1 would also like to watch what are generally called “anti-Japanese”
films, which are produced and screened mainly in China and South Korea, to learn how they

are perceived outside of Japan and the impact they have on people.
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For me, war is meaningless. In my opinion, non-violence is a prerequisite, so when it
comes to combat, I would rather cry and run away than be drafted and confronted. However, it
seems that there are those who are willing and able to engaged in war. Japan is one such
country, although not as large as the U.S., that can be said to have a military-industrial
complex.

As one who does not want war, my suggestions to those who do are as follows
—Weapons should be left simply as cultural and decorative objects. (Or could they be put to
some peaceful use?)

—1 would like the training of the military in each region to focus on defense rather than
offense.

=] want future battles to be fought without loss of life (with as few injuries as possible).

Will T continue to be a nurse and speak out against war? Will I change my major to
international relations? To what extent will I be involved in academic fields in the future? I am
undecided in many ways, but I would be more than happy to pursue peace in the midst of

peace.

My HdB colleagues have been
my family to help me live in peace,
as well as a clue to the path I need to
go on. I can assure you that it is very
rare to be given such a kind response
in all possible encounters, at least
while the battle is still in parallel.
About this, I cannot appreciate it
enough. Thank you so much to all
residents and scholars so far. Thank
you so much to the former House
Parents: Natsuko-san and
Keiichi-san. Thank you so much to
the former Office receptionists:
Mizuyauchi-san, Higuchi-san, and
Okuda-san.

I especially appreciate the
current House Mother Yuko-san. I

want to thank House Father Takuya-san and their children and Oscar-kun as well.
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My sister visits HIB

Damian Ratto (Argentina)

Graduate School of Management, Kyoto University

In August 2024, my dear sister Daniela visited Japan looking for the best vacation of her life and to see
how I was living. Everything was beyond her expectations, as she received the warmest welcome from

our beautiful house and even enjoyed one of our common meals, where we cooked some tiramisu! :D

After experiencing most of what Kyoto has to offer, it was time for us to depart looking for more

adventures around Japan until the time to split again arrived.

I will always be grateful to this house for receiving my sister and to my fiiends for showing her around

and joining us on our trips. Once again, thank you HdB!
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In Love with TOTO-san.

Gayatri Gawande (India)

Graduate School of Energy Economics, Kyoto University

When I first arrived in Japan, I thought I would fall in love with its rich culture, delicious
cuisine, and scenery, but it was TOTO-san who stole my heart. It might sound weird, but

anyone who has experienced the magic of TOTO-san will surely understand my feelings.

My first encounter with TOTO-san was after a long flight from India, at Kansai Airport.
TOTO-san greeted me by automatically lifting its lid as I approached, as if saying, “\ 5 >
L %V EH". It was just like how a true gentleman opens the door for a lady.

Of course, as with any relationship, there were a few awkward moments in the beginning.
TOTO-san had so many buttons and symbols all in Japanese, which initially intimidated and
intrigued me. One had icon of bidet and water spray, one had musical note, and one even had
waves (I still don’t know the use of it). On my first try, I accidentally pressed the wrong
button and activated the wrong bidet function. It was a moment of shock and laughter, but
TOTO-san quickly redeemed itself. I then translated the options using my phone and got the
hang of things. Sitting down, I was pleasantly surprised to find the seat warm which made me
feel very comfortable and at ease. I could customize the angle and pressure to suit my
preference. When I stood up, it flushed automatically and closed its lid with quiet precision. I
didn’t have to touch anything, which felt incredibly hygienic. TOTO-san was very caring and

detail oriented throughout and the experience felt very luxurious.

TOTO-san is no ordinary, it is sleek and handsome, and the best invention by Japanese
people so far. It taught me that even the most routine aspects of life can be transformed into
moments of joy. I love daydreaming while spending time with TOTO-san. I wish to have my

own house in the future and TOTO-san will surely have a special space in my house * "
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Six Months at HdB: My Experienc

Guo Kunhao (China)

Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University

I have been living in Kyoto International Student House (HdB) for six months now, and it has been
an unforgettable experience. When I first moved in, I was both excited and a little nervous about sharing
a living space with people from different cultural backgrounds. However, I quickly realized that HdB is
more than just a place to stay—it is a community where people support and learn from each other. From
the very beginning, the warmth and kindness of the residents and the House Mother made me feel
welcome. Despite our different nationalities and languages, we bonded over shared meals, late-night
study sessions, and everyday conversations. Living in HdB has given me a deeper understanding of
different cultures and helped me improve my communication skills, especially in Japanese and English.
One of the most memorable aspects of my time here has been the common meals and gatherings.
Whether it was a simple potluck, a cultural exchange day, or a karaoke night, every activity strengthened
our friendships. I especially enjoyed the times when we cooked together, sharing traditional dishes from
our home countries. It was fascinating to see how food brings people together, no matter where they are
from. Of course, life at HdB also had its challenges. Balancing academic responsibilities at Kyoto
University with social activities was sometimes difficult. There were moments when I had to spend late
nights working on my research while there were the funny events at house lobby. But in the end, these
experiences helped me develop better time management skills and self-discipline. Now, as my time at
HdB is continuing, I find myself feeling both grateful and nostalgic. The friendships I have made here
will stay with me for a lifetime. I hope that one day, when I return to Kyoto, I can visit HIB again and
see how it has changed, just as I have changed through my experiences here. To future residents of HdB,
I would say this: embrace the experience, step out of your comfort zone, and cherish every moment.
Living in an international community is a rare opportunity that will broaden your horizons and shape

your worldview in ways you never expected.

To everyone at HdB—thank you for making my first six months in Japan so special.
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The Hobby I Never Thought I Would Use

Kota Nomura (Japan)

Faculty of Economics, Kyoto University

I began DJing in middle school, after being inspired by a friend who was very skilled at it.
He often showed me how to DJ using an app called djay on his iPad, which I still use today
(and it’s free!). At that time, my music taste was mostly EDM. And artists like Martin Garrix
and Avicii were my biggest influences. I became absorbed in DJing myself, initially using just
my phone.

There are many types of DJs, each with their own skills, but my passion lies in transitions
and mashups. Transitions are what DJs in clubs do, smoothly connecting two songs to
maintain the crowd’s energy. On the other hand, mashups involve mixing one instrumental
song with one vocal track, creating a completely new vibe. I always feel a great sense of
satisfaction when I discover a good mashup.

I have continued DJing as a hobby throughout high school and university. However, I never
imagined I would get the chance to perform in front of people, until we planned a dance party
in the dorm.

I don’t remember the exact month, but around March or April, some residents including
myself, began organizing a dance party as a new event. We worked hard to plan everything,
and many residents helped out on the day as staff. In May, the event was held and I performed
for four hours until the party ended. It was incredibly fun to see people dancing and enjoying
the music I played. I felt satisfied when I successfully performed smooth transitions between
songs. It was an amazing experience, and I am very grateful to the residents and House
Parents for making it happen.

Another dance party took place in November, but this time, I focused on teaching others
how to DJ. Since I would be leaving the dorm at the end of the semester, I wanted to pass on
my knowledge and prepare new DJs for the next event. I look forward to returning to see

others DJing and dancing.
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HdB means House of Encounters:
Once-of-a-lifetime encounters come and go in waves but all will be loved and missed

Nguyen Bich Ngoc (Jade ) (Vietnam)
Research Student, Global Environment Program, Graduate University for Advanced Studies (SOKENDAI)

RIS BAREE AR L
That laughter reminds me of those flowers of mine
TERAE A A AT A
They quietly bloomed in every corner of my life
LN AL EM S 5
1 thought I would be by their sides forever
A RBACREEAENMEE
And then today we have ventured out into the vast sea of people
ANA I AR NARAT T A
Now this place has been overgrown with weeds and without any flowers
TFES A IR IR A
Still, it’s fortunate that we once had each other through the seasons, from spring to winter
A TR TR, A TR LR
They have all grown old now. Where are they now
LR R GREAA T A
Still, it’s fortunate that I was once able to accompany them to bloom
W Go
M TEZAEIRE ke RTE
They have already gone with the wind to scatter to all corners of the world.
AT VR T, Abf Y ERERIEE
They have all grown old now. Where are they no
TATRIXAE 2 B FRUE

Just like that, we have all separately set off to different corners of the world.!

HdB, Kyoto, Japan, December 2024.

I chose HdB as my first accommodation when I came to Japan mostly because of the practicality
of it. This dorm is 10-15mins walk to Kyoto University where I had to study Japanese for 6
months. Initially, I planned to stay here only until I finished the course as the place I had to go to
for the next chapter of my academic journey was so far away. 6 months have passed since then,
and little did I know, I think I have grown a bit too attached to this beautifully messy place.

HdB is a “family” with a bunch of “young adults” navigating ourselves through our own life
journey.

There were days when we just allowed ourselves to be stupid together and lived for the moment,
which usually just involved a lot of drinking and eating,

and talking nonsense about different things, which usually was relationship-related..

“Well because it’s fun to just do so, don’t you think? Imagine one day when I have grandkids and
they ask me “Grandpa, what did you when you were living in Japan?”. I want to tell them the

most amazing story ever. [ will sit them down and say “Kids, you know what, it’s a hell of a drive,

! If you are interested, please search for that song I cited here called “HF£54E JL” (Na xie hua er-

Those Flowers) by #M# (Pushu), it’s a really nice song.
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after a crazy party where we made so much money while having fun and another after-party
drinking the remaining alcohol we were selling after that, I went for a hike at 2 am together with
my good friends at the dorm, being all drunkards at the time”.
And there were also days when we talked a lot about our hazy futures together. We looked into our
different futures together, but also separately.

“I want to fall in love so badly. I want to find my true love.”
“Why do you want to have a family and kids?” — “Because I want to someday teach my kids how
to play soccer and play soccer with them.”
“I want to go travel the world, get to see new places and meet new people.”
“I want to be a researcher because I find this thing so fascinating and there is still so much that we
humans still don’t know about the universe out there.”
“I don’t exactly know what I want to do in the future but I know I want to get a good job.*
“I don’t know™..
[Future] is where nothing is set in stone. Here at the present, you are always allowed to dream.
And I find my dormmates’ dreams so beautiful in their own ways.
HdB is where encounters happen- those —#—= once-of-a-lifetime encounters that come
and go in waves, but all will be loved and missed
In HdB, you will eventually learn about the “come and go” in life, saying goodbyes and
welcoming new beginnings on repeat. Or it is just only me who finds those moments very
bittersweet every time.
I still remember very clearly the day I had to send off a very dear friend of mine here.
When I first met her, her time here in HdB, Kyoto, Japan was already timed by the months. She
told me at that time she didn’t try to foster deep connections with people around her anymore, as
eventually, they would all leave after a few months, and she would leave too. We both didn’t
know back then we would naturally bond so much. I especially felt indebted to her for teaching
me how to play the first parts of Epiphany on the piano (which I still sometimes do to this day
while I’'m living here in HdB). And then, what must come eventually came- the day when she left
as her exchange period here had ended. I escorted her to the train station departing for Tokyo,
along with a few friends. Before she left to go inside, we hugged and wished each other the best.
The moment we released each other from our arms, she turned around and headed into the train
station without even looking back just once. (I remember cursing her in my head at that time for
that..). I guess because she didn’t want to cry nor did she want me to cry, for we all wouldn’t have
been able to help it.
“Better by far you should forget and smile than that you should remember and be sad.” — a quote
by Christina Rossetti that she wrote to me. However, I would like to argue otherwise, that you

should remember and be sad, because this type of sadness is worthy. It’s proof that you have
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loved the people whom you have spent time with.

At the moment I’'m writing this, I already know that almost half of the current residents- my
friends, will move out the next semester. Every time I think about it, I don’t know how I will deal
with it.

At the moment I'm writing this, HdB is preparing to welcome in so many new residents again
to the point that all rooms might be fully occupied again. And I also don’t know how I will deal
with it.

But I guess I will just have to deal with it.

Instead of running away, allow yourself to feel even though it can be a bit overwhelming from
time to time. To some, it is that rather than nothing at all.

In the past 10 months since coming to Japan, I think I have finally allowed myself to become
“more human”.

And one day, I will fly away again too. Until that day comes, I would still like to cherish all who
have been around as they have become a part of me.

“Whenever and wherever you want to fly, please fly. I will be happy and be there for you always”-
Yuuko-san, our beloved House Mother who came to HdB at the same time with me, told me
while I was crying beside her at Kamogawa one day.

We will eventually set off to different corners of the world and start a new chapter of our lives

individually. We still might be able to meet yet again.
Someday, somewhere. ¥ 7Z42—

Wherever we are, we will still be connected if we want to. AR All in nature
And I hope everyone will look back at what we have shared here, fondly.
J.

“Scm per second is the speed by which a

cherry blossom gets separated from its

tree”. Fleeting slowly but surely with a

sense of bittersweetness.

I first came to Japan in April 2024 where

the Sakura was just in full bloom, later

than forecasted. Despite it being a sight of

alarming climate change, a part of me

couldn’t help but romanticizing that they

were actually waiting to welcome me to

this Land of the Rising Sun.
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Starting to Be a House Mama's Boy at 22
22D DI DT a s

Ryosuke Meki (Japan)
Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University

I became mama’s boy at 22. My first impression of her was that she seemed elegant and
well-bred. But she is more than just that. First, her ability to take action is remarkable. She
interviewed in April all residents to know them better and she built close relationships with
neighborhood, making HdB a part of the community, similar to our role in the summer festival.
Additionally, she knows how to balance stepping in herself and allowing the residents to take
initiative. Second, her kindness is admirable. She walks around each floor, cleans the kitchen
every night, takes residents who get sick to hospitals and cooks meals for them. In the
interview in April, I spoke with her about kindness towards others and her perspective was
really wonderful and left a lasting impression on me. There are more things that showcase her
kindness.

Moreover, I realized how strong she is as a person when I became a board member. She
worked hard behind the scenes, even when we didn’t see it. Takuya-san as well as her also
works hard for HAB when we don’t notice. She must be really tired and stressed than we can
imagine. Even so, she always smiles and is full of energy in front of us and never misses her
nightly rounds. I really respect her. I want to become as kind and strong as she is. Thanks to
her, we’ve been able to enjoy a comfortable life in HdB. I want to make sure I never forget to
be grateful to her.

Thank you so much, Yuko-san and Takuya-san

Lastly, I want to write my gratitude towards HdB and residents because it is the last time for
me to write the Year Book. Over the past two years at HdB, I have had a very fulfilling
experience, thanks to all of you. You are really kind and I learned a lot from you. Through my
life at HdB, the world has felt much closer, and I’ve learned that prejudices towards different
countries, religions, and races are wrong. It’s important to approach each person as an
individual. I’'m really happy to live here.

Thank you, everyone.
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Influenced by HdB

Shun Aimoto (Japan)

Faculty of Sports and Health Sciences, Doshisha University

I'm the one who got interested in DJing from Kota. Actually, when I studied abroad in
Germany, one of my friends played DJ for like 10 years. The more I listened to his DJ, I got an
interest in DJ. Then I met Kota in HdB. I learned how to. The more I learn DJ, I got fascinated
by it. But playing DJ is not the only one thing I got fascinated from HdB. HdB made me a fan
of billiard and alcohol. Honestly, I was already a big fan of alcohol hahaha.

But the thing is like here, in HdB, I can meet a lot of types of alcohol which I have never
seen in my life. For example, the drink that I got from Damian was crazy. It includes more
than 90% alcohol. And it doesn't taste so bad. The reason why I got fascinated with them is
that it doesn't go on one way. When I do those stuffs, always, yes, always happens unexpected
things like my life. They are not only fun, but also, I can learn a lot of stuff from them. For
instance, when I drink alcohol with my residents or friends from outside of HdB, they show
me other aspect of usual. It makes them more fashionable people. Also, they make me feel like
I'm the strongest person with drinking hahaha. Anyway, I'm one of the big fans of HdB and
you guys ;). I love HdB, and you guys. Tonight is the night, right?
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No Dance Party No Life

Toshihito Shiota (Japan)

Faculty of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University

Through the 2 semesters in my HdB’s life, I experienced dance parties twice (once per
semester). As for both parties, I planned it as a member of “Dance Party toban”.

About the party in Spring semester, no one knew how the party was like because it had
been since while since the party was held last time which was during COVID-19. Thus, I
remember it was the hardest part to have shared image of party among members. A couple of
weeks before the party, we at lobby discussed it almost every night. What interesting was that
each member had their ideal party style in mind. For example, when someone suggested
selling specific type of food or drink, others responded to it, saying “No! in Germany we

E3]

don’t eat it because...”, or “Hmm, from perspective Latino, it’s weird to drink it during
dance...”. They would have killed me if I have suggested selling sake. Anyway, we somehow
made shared concrete image of party and planned to manage the event.

At the party, we succeeded in collecting more than 100 ppl and making enough profit.
Personally, it was so much fun being in charge of bar, making drinks, chatting guests, and
being drunk.

About the Fall party, we tried to improve some points found in the spring party, although
we didn’t change the method and image greatly from a previous party. This time as well, a lot
of guests came and made us rich. What is better, some of guests joined the last party and
came back here again, which means HdB came to become international common space
around this district in the name of “Haus der Begegnung”.

There are two things I learned through dance parties. First, the importance of involving
others. Needless to say, we couldn’t have those parties without having residents, House
family, and OBs corporation. They helped a lot even if they are not big fans of party things. I
am really grateful for their contribution. Second, HdB is a perfect place to challenge
anything. Such as dance parties, many residents have tried to have unique events that come
from their interests and curiousness, and I want all residents to try it since what makes HdB

HdB is residents, although HdB changes with the times.
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Reflection on Yearbook

Adhisty Larasati (Indonesia)
Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University

For this Year Book I have received manuscripts from various people, such as the residents
and the House Parents living in HdB. I have read the submissions and was filled with
contentment for how wonderfully written they are.

They have shared their own stories; some wrote about their experience living in Japan, like
how they have found their love with the TOTO toilet and their heartwarming experience here
that was shared with a family member and friends. Others wrote their shared moments with
friends while living in HdB and how it has shaped their lives, including their hobbies such as
DJing and newly found hobbies like billiard and alcohol. While others also shared opinions
regarding issues such as war and how we as humans are living our lives. There was also
submission from the workshop toban regarding their workshop results and presentations at
OM %3. Erika as one of the presenters shared something from her field in astronomy, which
was about “spectroscopy”, a method used to observe celestial bodies. Then there was Jade
who presented an interactive session with the participants that she called “Our ecosystem”,
where she asks participants how different component of ecosystems mean to each of them.
Lastly, Kota shared his hobby in the presentation, which was about “DJing”, where he
demonstrated DJing technique in front of the audiences. In my perspective, these shared
presentations are interesting, since they are not really something commonly introduced in our
daily lives.

All in all, I think they are all wonderfully written submission that should be read by others,
since they reflect interesting and meaningful stories. I really recommend the readers to read all
those submissions here in this yearbook. Lastly, I will share a highlight gathered from the
manuscripts that have caught my eyes: All of us gathered here in the Haus der Begegnung
(HdB) as real human beings from various places, forming encounters, and will eventually fly
off into different corners of the world again where each and every one of us will start a new
chapter of our lives, but however apart we all are, we are still connected in someways, through

HdB as a place of belonging.
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