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Kyoto International Student House

*  Haus der Begegnung Kyoto

PRINCIPLE AND PURPOSE
by Dr. Werner Kohler

“Haus der Begegnung” is a house where men from
different continents and cultures, of different races and
colors, different social strata, religions and outlooks live
together. The house members face realistically the
difference of national, cultural and religious backgrounds.
It is a “House of Encounter” as its name ‘“Haus der
Begegnung” indicates. It is an experimental training place
for peace, which is not merely absence of war, a training
place for the construction of a new form of society
necessitated by the demands of the world of tomorrow.

The house life is guided by the following considerations.

1. The living together in the International Student House
Kyoto is not an end in itself. Nor is it a world of its own. It
is concerned with the daily human society to which we all
belong. Our human society, as history shows, is in need of
constant renewal. Forms of society change, old traditions
decline, new ones arise; but Life Together is the
destination of man.

2. Life Together is life in relation with others, with those
we like and those we dislike, with those who have
different convictions and opinions. Life Together means
love and respect for those who are different. We have the
freedom to agree to disagree with one another.

3. Life Together is life in daily renewal. We all have a
natural inclination to favor our own beliefs and concepts.
The house members let themselves be mutually
questioned and challenged in their opinions, attitudes and
habits. By nature we are inclined to have relations with,
and fulfill responsibilities to, our own family group and
those of our own social milieu or those that are useful to us.
We aim to outgrow these self-centered inclinations. Life
Together allows for diversity and runs counter to
conformity and unconformity. The traditional societies
classify people according to their educational, political,
moral and financial standards. Life Together transcends
these traditional classes.

4. Life Together is an adventure and an experiment. “Haus
der Begegnung” in Kyoto practices in small dimension a
new form of society. This new society is both conservative
and revolutionary in that it respects the past with its
traditions and looks to the future with its possibilities. It is
a form of society which is renewing itself in free
self-criticism of its members. The basis of this Life
Together is Life itself.

Thus it is hoped that students living in this house are
willing on their own initiative to participate in various
activities such as seminar-like meeting, common meals
and house chores of different kinds.

*Dr. Kohler was the most central among the forwarder of HdB in 1965. He and Dr. Inagaki served as the first

House Farther.
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Happy Xmas (War Is Over)

So this is Xmas! And what have you done?

Another year over. And a new one just begun.

And so this is Xmas! I hope you have fun.

The near and the dear one. The old and the young.

A very Merry Xmas, and a happy New Year!

Let’s hope it’s a good one without any fear.

And so this is Xmas, for weak and for strong. (war is over, if you want it.)

For rich and the poor ones, the world is so wrong. (war is over, now.)

And so happy Xmas, for black and for whites. (war is over, if you want it.)

For yellow and red ones, let’s stop all the fight (war is over, now.)

A very Merry Xmas, and a happy New Year!

Let’s hope it’s a good one without any fear.

So this is Xmas! And what have we done?

Another year over. And a new one just begun.

And so happy Xmas, we hope you have fun. (war is over, if you want it.)

The near and the dear one, the old and the young. (war is over, now.)

A very Merry Xmas, and a happy New Year!

Let’s hope it’s a good one without any fear.

War is over! If you want it! War is over! Now!

(written by: John Lennon, Yoko Ono)
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Begegnung of people in HdB, Begegnung of atoms in the lab

(£ED) #vE/L ERYU Y (Tassel Cédric) (77 2 R)
FHSKFERZBRE TR WE= 3L ES e

[In HdB]

I was a resident in HdB between 2007 and 2009. I will always remember that as a
foreigner, when one arrives in Japan, there are many rules and manner that are difficult to
grasp. Living in this house has allowed me to integrate this society thanks to the wonderful
students and parents who took the time and had the patience to teach me. I am thankful to this

nurturing environment that taught me values of tolerance.

[Begegnung of people in HdB, Begegnung of atoms in the lab]

In my HdB talk, I discussed the evolution of my research from the time of my
arrival in Japan up to nowadays. My specialty is related to inorganic chemical syntheses and
the development of novel chemical compositions towards the development of better energy
materials.

I first came to Japan for an internship in Kyoto University. As a master student in
material science in Rennes University, a trip abroad was mandatory in order to improve my
English skills and learn different synthesis techniques. Most inorganic solid-state reactions
involve the use of temperatures well above 800°C in order to form stable ceramics from
precursing powders. My goal was to transform the composition of ceramics by tuning their
anionic content. This 2006 internship led to the discovery of several novel oxides and notably
the first example of square planar iron oxide coordination through a low temperature
(< 300°C) chemical reaction of SrFeOs to SrFeO, where the 0%~ anion was extracted.

Tuning the composition of solid materials through their anionic content became a
fascinating target towards the development of new structures and therefore new functionalities.
Most of the know materials used today have been generated through a simple strategy: mixing
cations from different precursor oxides. For example, the active materials in your phone and
computer likely contains a derived phase of LiMnNiyCo,O> or LiMnyCoyAl,O,. These

materials are the results of more than 50 years of solid-state research and their cationic
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composition Ni, Mn, Co, Al and tuning have allowed optimizing their performance. However,
we are now at the limit of the optimization of these phases and developing new materials with
higher capacities and higher operating voltage could allow generating better batteries.

Over the 15 years of research in the field of solid-state chemistry, I, together with
the students and staff of Kyoto University, have aimed at the discovery of new materials based
on the concept of mixed anions. One of our goals is to modify the oxide O>" and replace it
with different anions (F~, N>~ or H) which led to new compositions but also new structures
and properties. Along the years, we have had the chance to generate numerous materials with
exotic features in the field of magnetism, catalysis, and electrochemistry. This strategy is
recent and can be applied to a wide range of field with a promise of a better future for
numerous applications.

Chemistry is ubiquitous. It is in the paper and ink where these words are written, in
the screens of our computers, cars, their batteries, their transistors but it is also in our food,
medicine, clothes, make up, toys and so on. There is a necessity for better magnets towards
realizing better electric motors. Better absorbing materials are required for improving the
efficiency of solar panels. Batteries need better cathode materials to store and deliver energy
more efficiently. The liquid electrolyte in these electric cells need to be replaced with solids to
achieve higher densities and safety. New materials are necessary to generate hydrogen from
sustainable sources because as of today it is generated from fossil fuels. Hydrogen will then
need materials to be stored and to be used for fuel cells but also to generate ammonia through
catalysis (4% of all the energy used on earth is dedicated to the production of ammonia) which
is then used as fertilizer and for numerous chemical reactions.

We are in the midst of an energy-related revolution that will radically change our
lives. The current trend indicates that this transition will only be successful through the
development of more efficient materials that will allow society to move towards a sustainable

future.

[HdB D% A7=H~]

It has been a privilege to live in HdB. This unique moment allowed me to meet some of my
best friends and my wife. Rare are the moments in life where different students from
everywhere around the world with different backgrounds and cultures can encounter and share
activities, meals and parties. I learned many lessons in this house that I kept precious to this

day. Please enjoy and cherish your stay in this home!
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The introduction of my activities

Ryosuke Meki (H A7) (Japan)
TR T

I introduced what I did since I became a university student in this seminar. The document
below is the content in this seminar.
I am in Department of Industrial Chemistry, Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University. The
reason why I chose this department is I’m interested in artificial photosynthesis. Artificial
photosynthesis is a process that involves using artificially designed systems to capture solar
energy and convert water and carbon dioxide into oxygen and a useful energy source. When |
was a high school student, I knew it and was impressed how great this technology is. However,
I know there are some disadvantages about this technology as I studied in the university. Now,
I’m interested in environmental problems including artificial photosynthesis. In the future, I
want to work to solve environmental problems.
Next, I talked about my activities. When I was a sophomore, I participated in GIA, which is
program for learning environmental problem for a half year. I took lessons where teachers
from company, government, local government did every Saturday. Moreover, | visited
Elementary school hit by nuclear power plant and tsunami in Fukushima. Through this
program, I understood there are many approaches from government company and so on for
progressing carbo neutral and they are important. Until I joined in this program, I had only
perspective from technology, but I got other views. I also met many smart students who are
interested in environmental problems. [ was affected by them, and I came to focus on taking
action. This is one of the reasons why I came to this dormitory. Another activity is joining in
Aiesec, which operates international internship. I made two events with members, one was
international exchange, the other was lessen about India.
Finally, I explained why I came to HdB. When I was a little child, my parents took me to
foreign countries so I’'m interested in foreign countries. I want to know other countries and

improve my English skills through living in HdB.

22



Discoveries in Transition: Embracing Diversity and Belonging at HdB

FIEE (Vav--vavyy) (BPE)
SRR AR FE R

Before my arrival in Japan, I had spent eight years immersed in medical studies and clinical
training in China. Yet, amidst the relentless hustle of daily work, a fundamental question
lingered within me: "WHAT KIND OF LIFE DO YOU WANT TO LIVE?" Though the
answer eluded me then, it was crystal clear that a life confined solely to the walls of a hospital
wasn't the one I sought. With this query as my compass, I applied to pursue a Ph.D. at Kyoto
University, choosing HdB simply for its convenience and proximity. During the year spent
here, I've seemingly begun to unearth some answers.

1. LIVING DIVERSITY. HdB introduced me to a diverse group of friends, encompassing
various skin tones and cultural backgrounds. This encounter triggered recollections of my
earlier memories before medical school when I volunteered as a teacher in Russia and Sri
Lanka. I found it surprising when Russian children inquired, "Do Chinese men still maintain
long hair?" while children from less-developed Sri Lanka recognized a prominent landmark in
my hometown, the 'Erqi Tower.' Further investigation revealed that the former's perceptions
were influenced by popular Chinese period dramas, whereas the latter's deeper understanding
stemmed from the fact that the child's father had worked in my hometown. These encounters
highlighted the importance of cultural exchanges in gaining a holistic understanding of our
world and thus increased my eagerness to exchange ideas and knowledge with individuals
from vastly different upbringings and educational backgrounds to complement one another.
HdB emerged as the ideal platform to bring this vision to fruition.

2. SENSE OF BELONGING. Amidst the demanding research in Japan, my days often
stretched till late night, returning to HdB with an empty stomach and fatigued mind. Yet, the
most rejuvenating moments of my day occurred upon pushing open HdB's doors—greeted by
the house mother's warm "33/ ¥ 72 S\, generous servings of steaming miso soup from
roommates, and the lively chatter echoing in the lobby, kitchen, and corridors. In a foreign
land, I deeply cherish and recognize the immense value of possessing such a sense of
belonging. Listening today to the beautiful stories shared by senior members that happened at
this shared space across different times, my gratitude for HdB's existence was even

deepened...
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THANK YOU...An appreciation.
Stellah Namulindwa (7 7> %, 20200M, WF4E5E = H1E)
(Intelligent Transport Systems Laboratory Department of Urban Management, Kyoto University)

It has often been said that during moments of sorrow, it is difficult to be
philosophical. In the recent aftermath of my mother’s passing, draped in a veil of sorrow,
adrift in a sea of emotions, at a baffling loss of words to articulate the depths of my grief and
despair, I have come to personally attest to the fact that sorrow, indeed, is the ultimate test for
one’s philosophy of life. In order to mature, one requires a development of; true and honest
affection, confidence, noble causes to champion, appreciation for life and community,
discipline, selfdrive, serene resilience, devotion and a considerable amount of gentle but firm
guidance along the early years of life. All that goes into cultivating such an enlightened and
dedicated mature life, came to me through my mother. Born to Mr and Mrs. Kibuuka on 1%
May 1965, my mother was the 3™ born of twenty children. She attended Kayanja Primary
School — Sango (1972 — 1979), St. Aloysius Girls Secondary School — Bwanda, (1980 — 1983)
and graduated with a high school diploma in Business Administration from Caltec Academy —
Kampala (1985 — 1987). Wrapped in an aura of perpetual cheerfulness, she was a beacon of
positivity everywhere she went and to all who knew her. She was intelligent, beautiful, strong,
hardworking, compassionate and very kind. She was also a devout wife and caring mother
who deeply loved her family as well as an icon of virtue who governed her household piously
and was well reported of her good works in the communities in which she lived and served.
The first thing everyone noticed on meeting her was her graciousness, her smile, her
reassuring cheery voice, and her good sense of humor — all qualities that helped her, to so
effortlessly carry the relatively heavy burden of chronic pain in her lower limbs due to old
injuries from a motor accident , which seriously interfered with her ability to move over the
years, later metamorphosizing into the diabetes type 2 condition which eventually led to her
death at an early age of 58 years of age.

As a devoted mentor and principled educator, she earned both my deepest respect
and admiration for tirelessly employing her best efforts at all times to help me gain a
meaningful educational experience, at a time when the education of girls in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) related fields was generally shunned and highly
discouraged within our community. This meant that besides financial struggles, enormous
obstacles had to be overcome and oftentimes at a considerably high psychological cost. Firmly
anchored by her deep faith in God and in the transformational power of a quality education,

she, however, stayed true to her convictions and never gave up hope of what I could become,
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if the best in me, was nurtured, encouraged to grow and brought to fruition by access to the
best instructors, research environments, and educational facilities in the world. It is her hard
work, nurturing, prayers and consistent encouragement that saw me get a highly competitive
research position at the Intelligent Transportation Systems Laboratory at the Graduate school
of Engineering — Kyoto University and also be granted acceptance of residence at Kyoto
International Student’s House, HdB in Japan for the last three years. On to the very end, her
presence was a constant, stabilizing force in my life. She was the metaphorical anchor that
keeps a sailor steady amidst life’s tumultuous tides. She gave me strength and purpose, joy
and friendship and stood by me always. She conducted herself quietly, kindly, diligently and
fully embodied the Christian ideals that; faith demands deeds and not just words and that our
greatest and most acceptable prayer is a good life, wisely and nobly lived in service of the
common good. It is thus, upon this simple but rich background that the inspiration of my
scholarly work and the core philosophy of my life are interwoven into a neat tapestry, by
which I firmly believe that the highest good that can be attained from one’s higher education
experience is the dutiful employment of skill to advance the condition of my neighbor and
common good of the universe. Whether next door or halfway around the world, I understand
and appreciate the fact that, there are millions of mothers like mine, whose most sincere
efforts and hopes are daily, being expended towards inspiring a better and more equitable
world for their children. Therefore, over the past few years, I have undertaken as my life’s
purpose to contribute towards the realization of such a world by harnessing the power of
mathematical modelling and recent technological advances to, conceptualize and design urban
public transportation systems through which; safe, affordable, efficient and eco-friendly
transportation solutions ought to become a global standard especially for low income and
marginalized groups in several cities around the world ... a term referred to as Transport
Equity.

Although the scholarly work is quite hard and extremely demanding, I have over the
past three years derived much joy and satisfaction from diligently carrying on. In no small part,
due to an extremely fortunate circumstance that was bestowed upon me in finding a highly
supportive family and a home away from home, here at Kyoto International Student’s House,
HdB. As an exceptional haven for international scholars in Japan, HdB goes far beyond all the
conventional definitions of a mere residence. It is a beating heart, the very essence of unity,
wisdom, hope, faith, love and universality nourished by a vibrant community of highly
talented, compassionate and intelligent individuals. Put into context, when I faced the
profound loss of my mother, it was only four (4) days before a pre-scheduled academic
conference in Hongkong where my scholarly work would make an international debut,
therefore, beyond despair, I was plunged into a sea of total confusion. It was in that darkest
moment when an extraordinarily miraculous light emerged from the heart of this remarkable

community. The unparalled support extended towards me both emotionally and financially
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transcends any language and form of human expression I know of, and I wish here to say that
with all my heart, I am eternally grateful for such an extra-ordinary gesture of uncommon
kindness that you all collectively extended towards me in managing and overcoming a
potentially catastrophic academic setback. My deepest gratitude, first and foremost, goes to
our Highly esteemed Director, whose personal contribution of 400,089¥ covered the air ticket
expenses of my journey i.e., 296,740¥ from Japan back to Uganda and 103,349¥ from Uganda
then to Hong Kong. Secondly, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the dedicated
individuals at the student office and the compassionate student team who, through their
collective wisdom and efforts, generously pooled together 261,000¥ to assist with the funeral
arrangements. It is here once again that I would like to say thank you so much all, for your
kindness and all the level of effort, love and sacrifice you each undertook to help me come
through. Your remarkable gesture not only fortified my mental and emotional defenses against
the crisis, but also gave me renewed purpose and firm resolve to carry on more devoutly with
my academic journey. To say in the least, your selflessness and kindness went beyond mere
financial support; it became the lifeline that not only allowed me to navigate the crisis
successfully but also enabled me to fulfill my solemn obligations to my mother of honoring a
life well lived by giving her a dignified burial in accordance to African norms and tradition.
Furthermore, your benevolence as well granted me the opportunity to attend the conference,
where my life's work, until this point, highly inspired by my mother found its place on an
international stage for the very first time. To this day, my sincerest gratitude to you all knows
no bounds, and I pray everyday that the Good Lord blessedly continues the good work he has
began in me, so that [ may find myself worthy of that precious and extraordinary gift of Grace
you bestowed upon me, for all the days of my life. May that Grace lead my mother home to
find calm rest in the Good Lord. And may God in whom all good things are found without fail,
continue to bestow his Grace and tender mercies upon you all, in all that you do, wherever you
go. THANKYOU.

Please see attachments.
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A) AMOUNT RECEIVED

Total of condolences received
1. HdB House members 261,000¥
SUBTOTALI1 =261,000¥ (1772USD)
Ticket fares
2. KIX(Japan) — EBB(Uganda) 296,740¥
3. EBB(Uganda) - HKG(Hongkong) 103,349%
SUBTOTAL2 =400,089¥ (2717USD)

#7h /8™ December 2023 conversion rates apply: 1 JPY = 0.006791 USD

B) BREAKDOWN OF EXPENDITURE
Total amount of cash at hand 261,000¥(1772USD)
. A+ Funeral home services 4,090,000UGX (1,083USD)
2. Funeral Casket 1,300,000UGX (344USD)
3. 3 Outdoor tents, chairs and lunch 1,303,030UGX (345USD)
for 200 guests on day of burial

#7t /8" December 2023 conversion rates apply: 1 USD = 3776.90 UGX

C. MEMORIAL EPITAPH

Justine Namubiru Mabaaga
06.12.2023 - 01.05.1965

Lave Jough the good fight. 9 have finished the race, 9 kave bept the Jaith.
~ & Tim. 4:7
Nalwana masajja, embiro nzimalilizza,
okukkiliza nakukuuma.




1. 27" Hongkong Conference for transportation studies on Transport Equity

2. Ugandan Cultural HERITAGE

3. Earlier years
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a)

4. Later years

Photo Captions:

On my graduation day M. Eng program with a distinction at Kyoto University on 23rd March 2023. b) My
name tag for the Hongkong conference. c) At the presentation podium. d) The conference audience i.e., over
500 research scholars.e) Discussing with my academic advisor during the poster session. f). Presenting my
master’s research during the presentation session. g) With my mother at a graduation ceremony in 2011. h).
Coming of age ceremony at 20 in 2015. i), j) and k) Presenting the Ugandan cultural heritage attire to the
elegant Japanese ladies during the November festival — 23rd November 2023. 1)My Mother at Our Lady of
Lourdes catholic Church, Nakasongola: Church in the background — 1993. m) My Father and Mother with me
as a baby at an outdoor event — 1996. n) My Mother taking me for the infant immunization at Nakasongola
Health Centre — Dec 1995. 0) My mother posing for a photograph while carrying me at 1 month old with her
friends’ children infront of her first side business: an African hair beauty salon, seated 2nd right in green shirt
is my elder brother, Franco — Dec 1995. p) Friends of Mum (Regular visiting — Young European Christian
missionary volunteers at Our Lady of Lourdes catholic church) came to visit her when they heard she had had a
baby. Seated 3rd from left, back row — is my mother carrying me as a baby — 1996. q) My mother and I taking a
selfie on her visit to my undergraduate campus during Year II/IV, Makerere University, Kampala — 2012. r)
My mother chatting at home after morning routine exercise — 2020. s) One of her last pictures at home, praying
the daily Novena prayers with the Holy Rosary — 2023. t) Requiem mass at St Augustine Chapel. u) The

mourner’s Gathering and v) Burial at our ancestral village at Mpigi district, Uganda.
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Looking Back Forty Some Years
M- EE IR D IR > T

Ariyavisitakul Lek Sirikiat (7Y ¥4 % 7Ly 7« UFx v h) (XA)
OM (1979-1981) K - T (KT KE -7 b7 v X1EE

I came to HdB (Haus der Begegnung, “House of Encounter”) in 1979 after
graduating from HRAMERE KA B B AFEFEL in Tokyo. I was accepted to this new
place even though there were concerns during the admission interview about my young age
(I was 18 years old). Most other residents of HdB at the time were either in their senior
years or K¥P5E (postgraduate). I did feel the age gap, but it was the academic gap that
made me feel somewhat out of place.

My chores/duties at HdB included AR — %% & L A/X—F A YF&,
committee (Team) vice-chair. I cooked a few Common Meals. What I loved most was
Music Evening, in which I frequently participated. I could play many Japanese and English
songs on my guitar. Music appreciation would carry over to impromptu sing-along sessions
whenever we gathered in someone's room to party. Music had the ability to break down
cultural differences and magically bond us. Too bad I had to study, or it would have been
PARTY everyday!

Study was excruciating, given the extremely slow speed at which I could read
Japanese textbooks, which was made necessary by not being able to fully understand what
the teachers said in class. The Study Room at HdB was a sanctuary in summer because it
was equipped with a #3/5 (air conditioner) ! No PARTY there, of course...

To me, HdB was two things: First, it was the place where I came of age (&

#). While living there, I learned to drive, to socialize with adults, and to be part of a very
uniquely inclusive international culture. Second, it was the place where I first had REAL
Japanese friends. Outside HdB, even a slight language barrier created 1@ (sense of
discomfort) that squashed any chance of making friends in school. The Japanese in general
were very polite, but awkward with foreigners. The inclusive nature of HdB changed that.

My best mate at HdB was Havi (57— E). We had many things in common,
both engineering majors, moderately outgoing, and loved the same kind of music. He had a
very big collection of classic rock music! We loved going for K A =7 (scenic drives)
visiting beautiful places in Kyoto, which left many fond memories. He taught me many
valuable life lessons. Some years after I left Japan Havi became a HdB House Father. Our

friendship lives on today, more than 40 years since we first met at HdB.
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Y 1st Semester

Chairperson: Marina ViceChairperson: Kota Secretary : Suguru  Accountant : Mai

Date Event
April 07(Fri.) | Welcome Party
21(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM1) & Workshop (WS1)
May 13(Sat.) | One day Trip (Cupnoodles Museum & Spa)
26(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM2) & Workshop (WS2)
Public Forum by Old Member Club ,
June 17(Sat.)
Common Meal (CM3) & Workshop (WS3)
July 02(Sun.) | One day Trip (Ohmimaiko beach & BBQ)
07(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM4) & Workshop (WS4)
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04(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM5) & Workshop (WS5)
August 05(Sat.) | Big Cleaning Day

06(Sun.) | Firefighting Training*
17(Sun.) | Welcome BBQ*
24(Sun.) | Japanese Garden
*  Resident A1 L2 HERMEA N B

September

¥ 2nd Semester
Chairperson: Naomi ViceChairperson: Kento Secretary: Alubin  Accountant: Eringi
Date Event
06(Fri.) | Welcome Party

October -
27(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM1) & Workshop (WS1)
10(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM2) & Workshop (WS2)
November International Food Festival(IFF) &

26(Sun.
( ) Thanksgiving Day

8(Fri.) Common Meal (CM3) & Workshop (WS3)

December 10(Sat.) | Sports day (Orienteering)*

22(Fri.) | Christmas Party

January 12(Fri.) | Common Meal (CM4) & Seminar(WS4)
9(Fri.) Common Meal (CM5) & Workshop (WS5)

11(Sun.) | Big Cleaning Day

*  Resident AEIZ LD B EAERMEA N2 b

February
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Report HdB
Lisa Bachmann ( K )

NCC Center for the Study of Japanese Religions

First, I want to say thank you to all members, our houseparents, and the organization and

office team of HDB. I am glad and thankful to live in such a fun place with lots of friendly
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people. I arrived in September 2023 in Kyoto for my studies at the NCC (National Christian
Council) Study Centre of Japanese Religions and will live here until February 2024. For me,
HDB is a nice place to practise Japanese every day, meet with friends, and enjoy time
together. I have felt welcome since my first day. This place is a good opportunity to come
together, learn from each other, and ask questions. For me, it is kind of crazy that [ am
living in Japan for the first time in my life with people from so many other countries, for
example, from Madagascar or Thailand. This place allows me to learn much more about
different cultures and traditions. We enjoy together preparing meals, playing games, and
going on little trips, like to a nearby Matsuri or to look at fujibakama, a famous flower in
the late summer. Since I have lived here, I have never felt alone and have made some good
friends. I appreciate the opportunity to have nice conversations and friendly interactions.
Furthermore, the opportunity to use sport vessels, like the table tennis plate or the billiard
table, is very nice, and I like the sport corner too. All in all, I am really looking forward to

the coming adventures until I must go back to Germany.
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HdB Reflection

Edward Foxhall (British)
Politics, Philosophy and Economics (BSc.), the University of Warwick

In the last few months in Japan, I have come to understand Japanese culture and language
far more than I could have thought originally. As my Japanese has improved to a poor yet
passable standard, I have begun doing something I did not think possible at first — making
Japanese friends at Haus Der Begegnung. Through participation at common meals, holiday
parties and loosing to Alvin or Kota at pool, I can truly say that HDB has helped me to try
and understand Japan and appreciate my Japanese friends. Nevertheless, I think my broken
Japanese is reflective of my time so far in Japan and at HDB— food, sport and socialising. It
is the Japanese I learnt organically through my everyday life here that I continue to use and
rely upon to integrate more fully into Japanese society; and for this I am very grateful to my

teachers — my Japanese friends at HDB.

ZIE A, ARTORERZE L T, FAILAx B TV BIZAARD L & 5575
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Recipe for a Semester at Haus der Begegnung (HdB)

Anneke Gerken ( KA /)
NCC Center for the Study of Japanese Religions

Ingredients:
e 1 cup of Cultural Fusion
e 2 tablespoons of International Bonds
e A pinch of Halloween Spirit
e 5 cups of delicious common meals

e 3 cups of Laughter and Fun

Instructions:
1. Prepare the Atmosphere:

e Begin by immersing yourself in the unique ambiance of the Haus der Begegnung
(HdB) — consider hosting a wonderful BBQ at the end of
September. Instantly, you'll find yourself transported to the heart of Japan, feeling the
warmth and hospitality that makes you feel right at home.

2. Mixing the Ingredients:

e  Gently fold in the diverse array of international students. The rich blend of cultures
creates a harmonious mix, fostering a sense of belonging and appreciation for global
perspectives. This infusion adds a distinct flavor to the overall experience.

3. Building Connections:
e  Stir in the opportunity to connect with fellow students from around the world. The HdB

serves as a meeting ground, where friendships are forged, and cultural exchanges
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become second nature. The shared experiences create a strong foundation for a global
network.
4. Adding a Dash of Halloween Magic:

e  Sprinkle the Halloween party into the mix. The atmosphere transforms into a playful
and enchanting space filled with laughter and creativity. The diverse array of costumes
makes it a memorable celebration. Serving suggestions: Go to a club afterwards and
dance until the night is over.

5. Letting it Simmer:

e Allow the interactions and relationships to simmer over the course of the semester. The
sense of friendship deepens, and the collective experiences become the soul of this
unique semester recipe.

6. Savoring the Results:

e As the semester unfolds, savor the delightful taste of a truly enriching and fulfilling
experience. The blend of Japanese and international students adds layers of depth,

making this semester a highlight in your academic journey.

Conclusion: In the kitchen of Haus der Begegnung, this semester has been a delightful concoction of
cultural richness, international connections, and festive celebrations. Like a well-prepared dish, the mix of
Japanese and international students has added a unique flavor to the overall experience, making it a

semester to be cherished for years to come.

Arriving

Clara Heitmann (Germany)

Interreligious Studies in Japan Program at NCC Center for the Study of Japanese Religion

The first important memory I have regarding HdB is the barbecue in September. I will
describe this experience as it was a very important one in showing me what living in the

comunity of HdB can mean.

I still had a jet lag, wasn’t used to the heat of Kyoto’s Septembers yet, but very impressed
by convenient stores. We were greeted with smiles, German words and time for
explanations. The sun was shining on the green of the garden and the stone of the big
lantern. Some residents were sitting together, smiled and we began some shy small talk. The
grill smelled like summer and there was even extra food prepared for us vegetarians. We

were shown German wine and umeshu, talked about studies, travel plans and Heidelberg
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and in that way got to know each other. All of the time there was a notion of fear because of
the box in the corner, which was filled to the brim with water bombs. It got darker, candles
were lit and
we moved
from
conversation
to
conversation.
Slowly 1
began to feel
that I had
arrived and
that I could
stay here for
half a year. Quite suddenly people started to clean up. I guess that was only to distract
everyone from the water bombs, because when I thought that the party had ended now,
someone started the fight. It was only three minutes and only two people got wet, but they

really did. To end the evening with karaoke was probably the best thing to do.

A Year at HdB

Bonilla Hoshikawa (United States/Dominican Republic)
Kyoto/Faculty of Law

I am a research student in Kyoto University's Faculty of Law department. I entered HdB in
April 2023 and plan to leave in 2024. I came to Japan for education, to learn Japanese and
do research with a professor. I didn't expect I would connect so well with the community at
HdB.

I enjoyed many aspects of life here, but I loved working together with the other residents to
plan events. I was a common meal toban and then chairman, so I got acquainted with most

of the residents and how they work in a team. I was satisfying a meal or experience that
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people could enjoy after so much time in school. I also met many more alumni than I
expected. They were spread out across the world, but when they visited Japan they returned
to HdB. I liked speaking with them and learning about their time in HdB and where they
went afterwards. Now, I feel like I belong to a global network of international students.

Thank you to everyone for making this year unforgettable.
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A Dialogue between Buddhism and Christianity

Dennis Benjamin Kenneweg (Germany, EU)

NCC Center for the Study of Japanese Religions

During my stay at HdB in Japan, I had the chance to observe some interesting things about
the differences between Buddhism and Christianity.

Buddhist temples and Christian churches both use bells but the location and functionality of
those bells are different. A Christian bell normally is hit by a bell tongue located inside of
the bell. However, a Buddhist bell is struck from the outside. But can we really move on
that quickly? Isn't there any significance in the different workings of the bells in Buddhism
and Christianity? Maybe they reflect a difference in how those two religions get things to
sound, how they, so to say, hear the sound of reality. In Christianity, the thing is shaken until
it gives away its secret sound located deep inside, while in Buddhism there is nothing inside
and the sound of the thing is generated by someone hitting against its emptiness. In
Christianity, it may be said that there is a reason why the thing can only be struck in such a
way: Christianity has located the thing, the object, that is: The bell, far away, on top of the
church tower, in God's domain, so to speak, so far away that man can do nothing but
desperately tug on a rope connecting him to the far-away object, thereby moving (and in
actuality quite shaking up) said object. Is it too much to say that ringing a church bell in the
Christian style works analogous to praying, to moving God in Heaven with a prayer? To
shaking God up until He gives away a sound? In Buddhism however, the object of
emptiness is situated on the ground, in the temple, on the human plain. It is there for
everyone to see, to walk around, to touch and even look inside, an object among other
objects, a void amidst a world of void. When striking the Buddhist bell with a big bar from
the outside, the bell isn't shook very much. I tried sounding such a bell at Hiei-san: In
actuality, you have a greater difficulty of getting the bouncing and swinging bar back under
control. It's like you yourself are shaken up by the backbounce of the experience of

suddenly “hearing” the sound of the emptiness of the world in front of you.

I may think about those themes some more. These are just some first thoughts. Please, I

hope you understand
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Reflections on the first year of life in HdB

Ryosuke Meki (HARJST) (Japan)
TURR R % L0

One year will passed soon after I came to HdB. I got accustomed to live in HdB. There are
many good memories like trip, barbecue, Halloween party, common meal. All were fun. I
talked with residents a lot through these events and found new things about residents’
country and I wanted to visited their countries.

I don’t know what I have changed after I came to HdB but I have come to feel comfortable
to stay with other people. Before I came, I was worried about living with others because I
wanted to spend time alone too. (Of course, I like to spend with friends)

However, now small talk with residents in kitchen, bathroom and going to public bath and
so on are one of my fun things in my daily life. I realized again the relationship with people
makes my life better.

I will live in HdB next year. It is happy for me. I will become a fourth-year student and
must study for exam of graduate school and start to do research so I will be busier than this
year. | learned the relationship with people is important, so I join in events in HdB actively
and make good relationships with residents even though I am so busy.

I look forward to what I will think and feel in the second year life in HdB and write an
article fo the yearbook next year. Moreover, I hope my English skills will be better and

write it in English better.
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My special time in Kyoto and at the ,,Haus der Begegnung*

Chris Miiller( K1 )

NCC Center for the Study of Japanese Religions

For the first time in my life, [ have been away from my home, the Ruhr area in Germany, for

longer than ever before.And I am very lucky to have come to a place where I have been
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welcomed hospitably and where there are people from Japan and all over the world with
whom you can live, dance, cook, eat, celebrate and have fun together. It is truly a "house of
encounters". Although this is the fourth time that I have been able to visit Japan, this time in
Kyoto is a very special one. Not only will I be spending a total of almost six months in Japan,
but living and studying together in Japan's cultural capital is something completely new and
Veryexcitingforme.Since | arrived at the HdB together with the five other theology students
from Germany in September, we have seen and experienced a lot together. I'm thinking in
particular of the Common Meals once a month, the workshops, the welcome BBQ, the
Halloween party, the International Food Festival, karaoke evenings and wild clubbing late
into the night.

I am grateful for the delicious cheese spaetzle from Clara and Anneke, the in-depth
theological lectures from Dennis and Falk and that I was able to introduce all the students in
the HdB to German mining culture together with Lisa. I am also grateful for the funny Irish
dance exercises led by Selma, the many photos taken by Albin and the delicious tacos made
by Damian. I'm also grateful for the funny conversations in the sometimes more, sometimes
less tidy kitchen on the second floor together with Anlii and others, for Kento and Kota's
language tips on Japanese youth slang, Naomi's initiative to go and buy (more alcoholic)
drinks after the Common Meal, for being a bartender with Taito at the IFF, for Ludo's
antipasti at the Common Meal and probably the funniest moderation of a workshop held by
Edward. And of course many thanks to Ayano for this wonderful yearbook and all the
dedicated

helpers in the Tobans, you are great!

Last but not least, would like to thank the house parents, Mrs. and Mr. Yamamoto, and the
two from the office, Ms. Noriko and Ms. Yoko, for all their commitment during all events and
also during a short period of illness, thank you for taking care of us!l wish everyone at the
Haus der Begegnung a good time and good luck and success for the future in Japan and all

over the world!May the German-Japanese friendship continue to be great and bright in the

future!
HONEHITEZNWET. FEBWELLEY!
Glick Auf! 7V = w7 7 77| December 2023
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Lively HdB dormitory

Wongprasertkun Pornpailin (% 1)

Graduate School of Electrical Engineering, Department of Electrical Engineering, Kyoto University

It has been 4 months for living here at HdB. I am from Thailand as research student in
Kyoto university. I want to find remarkable experiences outside the university, fortunately I
found HdB dormitory ,so I decided to move in and spend time in this cozy dormitory. It is

fantastic opportunity to meet foreign friends and have a fun time together.

The place that I like the most in HdB is the garden. There are many kinds of trees. We can
enjoying color change and take a breath in this garden. It is the best area ever and rarely to
has it in you apartment. Moreover, we can practice our skill for running HdB activity and
rules such as teamwork, management and communication skill.
I applied my skill to create posters for promoting HdB activity. I can do what I like and it’s
useful for our house.I designed the poster for Sport day and Christmas party.

(1) Sport day (2) Christmas Party

Even if it is a short time staying here. But I received a lot of good energy and friendship. If

you want to find new experiences and beautiful memories, Please do not hesitate to join us.
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My HdB memories

Jindapa PHINMEE, (Thailand)

Graduate School of Agriculture Kyoto University

Staying at the HdB dormitory in Kyoto has been a transformative experience, filled with a
kaleidoscope of emotions. The diverse community of international friends, including
warm-hearted Japanese companions, has woven a tapestry of connections that transcends
borders. In this vibrant melting pot of cultures, the shared laughter, stories, and moments of
understanding have created a sense of belonging that goes beyond geographical origins.
The dormitory's atmosphere is charged
with energy, with activities fostering both
personal and Staying at the HdB
dormitory in Kyoto has been a
transformative experience, filled with a
kaleidoscope of emotions. The diverse
community of international friends,
including warm-hearted Japanese
companions, has woven a tapestry of
connections that transcends borders. In
this vibrant melting pot of cultures, the
shared laughter, stories, and moments
of understanding have created a sense
of belonging that goes beyond
geographical origins.
The dormitory's atmosphere is charged
with energy, with around-the-clock
activities fostering both personal and
collective growth. From language
exchange sessions that bridge linguistic
gaps to cultural festivals that celebrate
the richness of our differences, each day is a new adventure. The shared spaces buzz with
the excitement of friendships being forged and memories being made.
As I reflect on my time at HdB, I realize that it's not just a place to stay; it's a home where
the world comes together. The international tapestry of backgrounds and experiences has
added depth to my understanding of the world, and the camaraderie formed here is a

testament to the universality of human
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connection. Kyoto, with its timeless beauty, serves as the backdrop to this enriching

chapter of my life, making my stay at HdB an indelible part of my journey.
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My Ping Pong Revival from HdB

FIEE (Vav--vavyy) (HPE)
SRR AR FE R

Originating from a region where ping pong thrived, my introduction to this sport began in
my early school years. Unfortunately, a foot injury disrupted my practice, causing a hiatus
that lasted for years. Throughout my academic pursuits from secondary school to university,
my engagement with ping pong dwindled, becoming an occasional pastime amidst the

demands of studies.

Unexpectedly, HdB's lobby, of all places, had a ping-pong table and a bunch of ping-pong
fanatics hanging around. As each common meal drew to a close, the rhythmic sound of the
tournament echoed through the lobby, drawing players and spectators alike. In these moments,
beyond the sheer joy derived from playing and watching, a unique camaraderie blossomed,
weaving threads of understanding and connection among us.

Remarkably, this encounter reignited my passion for ping pong, propelling me to join a local
ping pong club and embark on structured training. Further, this decision became the catalyst

that launched me into the competitive arena of ping pong tournaments.

This tale might well epitomize the essence of HdB's lobby. It serves as a treasure trove,

encapsulating diverse passions and enriching our lives in unexpected ways...
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My first 3 months in HdB

Damian Ratto (# X7 v b ) (FAELSFV)
Kyoto University — Graduate School of Management

Since my arrival to HdB I was able to find one of the only things that was lacking for me to
feel at home here in Japan: the warmth of a family.

During my first months in Japan, prior to arriving to HdB, there were some questions in the
back of my head that would come from time to time and disturb my happiness, like: ; Who’s
going to be there for you if something bad were to happen? ;Who are you going to ask for
help while outside the university? ;Is there someone here who would get happy whenever you
achieve something? ;Is anyone going to come to celebrate your 30" birthday? ;Are you really
making the most out of your days here in Japan?

And then I joined HdB and all those questions started to become pointless as the answers
are so clear now that [ made so many friends, now that I feel part of a family again, now that I
can share my happiness with so many people, and even my birthday was one of the bests of
my life...

So now that all those questions have faded away, my only concern is if I really deserve to

be this happy, and to feel like I do, I’1l keep on giving my best for HdB and its people.

My RAMEN love story

Ando Harilalao RAKOTOMAMONJ (Madagascar)

Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University

Hey there! I'm Ando Harilalao RAKOTOMAMONIJY, and I hail from the one and only
island paradise, Madagascar! Yes, that's where lemurs have epic dance parties, and even our

chameleons have a flair for stand-up comedy. Living the island life with a name that's
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practically a tongue twister, but hey, it adds some extra spice to the adventure!

Living at HdB for a year and a half has been a wild ride of

research challenges, but what keeps me going? RAMEN!

It's my go-to motivation to conquer every academic hurdle.

In this dynamic HdB community, I've connected with two

fabulous African women and many Japanese students and

international peers from around the globe-basically, my

second family. Learning about Japanese culture, from

Christmas celebrations to tea ceremonies, has been

delightful. Japanese culture is my Before Anything

Else-infusing joy and laughter, turning life's lemons into a

ramen-flavored celebration!
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Zero Japanese and One-Hundred Percent Commitment

Lindert Selma (Germany)
Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidelberg

When asked writing about life in HdB I am still confronted with a blank page, both literally
and figuratively speaking. It seems like just yesterday when I had just arrived here in
september, spending the nights Jetlagged in my room, dying of the heat, texting my friends
in Germany and consuming Netflix to wish myself away, back to a place I had called home.
But lots things have happened since then. After three months of living here I still have but a
basic knowledge of Japanese and a high ability to improvise and communicate despite lack
of language skills. And more and more moments connect me with the place I live in, HdB.
To give through a small picture insight into the everyday living here especially in the time
around the common meals, I will give a short story about this years Halloween Party.

As I was responsible for cooking that week, I was allowed to prepare a German potato soup
for about forty people. However, when I put 10 kilos of potatoes on the shopping list, [ was
reprimanded by the housemother - nobody can eat that many potatoes! I must have been a
bit too German of me... However, a day later I learn that there will be another main course
and several snacks, so I don't have to feed a whole army of potatoes and I reduce the
quantity. In the Japanese supermarkets I get potatoes, carrots and celery - instead of leeks,
the shopping team brings me spring onions, but they will do, and by good luck I even find

bay leaves in our kitchen.

One day before the Halloween party, the whole kitchen is immersed in happy commotion.
The decorating team sticks cardboard pumpkins and witches' hats on the walls and hangs
orange-coloured garlands everywhere - the whole kitchen is filled with the various cooking
teams preparing dishes from all over the world for the next day: Japanese yakitori (chicken
on a skewer), Chinese fried rice, German potato soup, glass noodle salad and "tsumetai-inu"
for dessert, as Lisa calls it.Der Kochtopf, den ich fiir die Suppe benutze ist etwa so groB, dass
ich fiinf menschliche Kopfe darin zubereiten kdnnte und vor den zwolf Kochzwiebeln, die
ich schneiden muss, kann ich mich nur schiitzen, indem ich meine Sonnenbrille trage, die ich
iibrigens so cool finde, dass ich sie einfach den ganzen Abend nicht mehr abnehme, etwa so

wie Olaf Scholz seine siile Augenklappe liebgewann.
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Chris is another member of the German group, so we treat our flatmates to German music all
evening, alternating between Nena, Apache and Udo Lindenberg. Ed Foxhall, who is also
studying here on exchange, speaks a few scraps of German and can sing along perfectly -
otherwise he scurries around the kitchen shouting "Mein Schatz", which is German for “My

dearest”, whenever he wants to ask me or Chris for a favour.

It was a wonderful evening and the next day the same hustle and bustle starts again two hours
before the party. Father turns up and asks me to set up the tables together. For the Halloween
party, Dad has thrown on a pair of orange felt wings and pulled two little antennae over his
head - and because he looks so incredibly cute in them and even waves his wings around
without shame, he gets the prize for the best costume of the evening. I myself simply wear
my favourite earrings, sunglasses and tie a white headscarf around my head, which means
my costume can perhaps be described as a "person with cool accessories that are no longer
considered cool by the zeitgeist". We eat together and the potato soup is expressly praised -
every second person asks for the recipe and for the first time I realise what intercultural
exchange means, because this potato soup is actually exotic for most of the people here. I
explain to everyone that I have literally done nothing other than boil chopped vegetables in
water with vegetable stock and then add salt. - The rest of the evening then passes with little
Halloween games and a long organisational part where we plan the big Thanksgiving feast
that is to take place in November. Around nine o'clock, the others get ready to go out for a

real Halloween feast after the innocent Halloween dinner.
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Keep HdB GREAT

£ % (FE)
TR FR AR A TER

I have been at HdB for two years. I can confidently say that HdB is a GREAT place.

HdB hosts many exciting events, such as the Common Meal, International Food Festival,
and Thanksgiving Day (basically, we are just cooking and cooking again). We are divided into
different groups for various tasks. Incredibly, every event went smoothly even when our
organization was slack — some members sometimes even forgot their responsibilities. I
believe this success is due to some of us putting in extra effort, especially the extraordinary
efforts of the house parents, which resulted in unforgettable experiences for everyone.
However, my question is how to keep HdB GREAT.

The essential thing is to ensure every resident realizes the importance of following HdB's
rules. Furthermore, we need to develop a series of standard operating principles (SOP) to
guarantee the success of events rather than relying on miracles created by the hardworking
house parents. The key to making HdB GREAT is that we all should contribute a bit more.

Last year, residents continually came up with new ideas, such as the marvelous dance class,
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various performances, and a home party invitation from the house parents. I am very thankful
that the house mother taught me how to play the piano so that I could contribute two

Chinese-style pieces last Thanksgiving Day.

To maintain HdB's
greatness this year,
every resident should
consider and do more
to provide new
residents with an
unforgettable

experience.
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