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Kyoto International Student House + Haus der Begegnung Kyoto

PRINCIPLE AND PURPOSE
by Dr. Werner Kohler

“Haus der Begegnung” is a house where men from
different continents and cultures, of different races and
colors, different social strata, religions and outlooks live
together. The house members face realistically the
difference of national, cultural and religious backgrounds.
It is a “House of Encounter” as its name “Haus der
Begegnung” indicates. It is an experimental training place
for peace, which is not merely absence of war, a training
place for the construction of a new form of society
necessitated by the demands of the world of tomorrow.

The house life is guided by the following considerations.

1. The living together in the International Student House
Kyoto is not an end in itself. Nor is it a world of its own. It
is concerned with the daily human society to which we all
belong. Our human society, as history shows, is in need of
constant renewal. Forms of society change, old traditions
decline, new ones arise; but Life Together is the
destination of man.

2. Life Together is life in relation with others, with those
we like and those we dislike, with those who have
different convictions and opinions. Life Together means
love and respect for those who are different. We have the
freedom to agree to disagree with one another.

3. Life Together is life in daily renewal. We all have a
natural inclination to favor our own beliefs and concepts.
The house members let themselves be mutually
questioned and challenged in their opinions, attitudes and
habits. By nature we are inclined to have relations with,
and fulfill responsibilities to, our own family group and
those of our own social milieu or those that are useful to us.
We aim to outgrow these self-centered inclinations. Life
Together allows for diversity and runs counter to
conformity and unconformity. The traditional societies
classify people according to their educational, political,
moral and financial standards. Life Together transcends
these traditional classes.

4. Life Together is an adventure and an experiment. “Haus
der Begegnung” in Kyoto practices in small dimension a
new form of society. This new society is both conservative
and revolutionary in that it respects the past with its
traditions and looks to the future with its possibilities. It is
a form of society which is renewing itself in free
self-criticism of its members. The basis of this Life
Together is Life itself.

Thus it is hoped that students living in this house are
willing on their own initiative to participate in various
activities such as seminar-like meeting, common meals
and house chores of different kinds.

*Dr. Kohler was the most central among the forwarder of HdB in 1965. He and Dr. Inagaki served as the first

House Farther.
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Health and Wellbeing of Academic Visitors in Kyoto

Adriana Hidding
House Parent
Medical Interpreter Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine

Lecturer Kyoto Notre Dame University

Facing health issues can be challenging for anyone. Let alone when you are far away from home.
As a medical interpreter I often meet foreign residents who in addition to their medical worries

feel lost in Japan.

The number of foreign researchers and students has increased dramatically in Kyoto. Many
have positive experiences in Japan and will share this along their path in life. However there are
researchers and students who feel isolated, and lack guidance in their everyday life in Japan.
When the latter group faces difficulties in accustoming to Japan, or has health issues, loneliness

and stress can add up to their problems.

When I first came to Kyoto and HdB as an exchange student, it was not long before I was taken
down by food poisoning. I did not feel able to get out of my room, so I took my phone and called
my neighbor next door, “I am sick, please get me something to drink”. About 15 minutes later in
a germ phobic way my door was opened, two bottles of Pocari Sweat entered and the door was

quickly closed.

It is a very simple example, of a small favor. But how would I have felt if I would not have
known my neighbor, or if I had felt that there was not anybody around that I could ask for such
a favor? What if there would not have been someone to keep me from getting dehydrated? I

might have ended up going to a hospital not just sick, but depressed and disillusioned on top.

Loneliness and mental difficulties are not the most popular topics, especially among young
people who may feel that they ought to be happy. Too often it is mistaken to be a problem just of
older people, who lost a partner or have no relatives nearby. In many places taboos furthermore
still exist regarding mental health. When contacting home, the urge not to have friends and
family worry can be strong, feelings of shame to admit to feeling troubled, it all may create

hurdles that keep people from consulting each other.
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When I first came to Kyoto I was lucky enough to get the opportunity to find a home away from
home at HdB. However most exchange students, and researchers do not get such a strong
support network when they arrive somewhere where they do not know anyone yet. They do not

have the opportunity to get to know their neighbor in an informal way.

Especially in the case of health issues it can be problematic not to have a support network, as
mental and physical problems can aggravate each other. Difficulties in finding a doctor,
misunderstandings, unfamiliarity as to what to expect when you go to the doctor, no knowledge
on why things are done in the way they are, it can all add to feelings of frustration and

helplessness.

Despite many kind initiatives it is furthermore still hard to navigate the Japanese medical world
without strong knowledge of Japanese. Some major hospitals still go without a medical
interpreter. Leaving patients without guidance in a medical system with a heavy administrative

load. Or even not having a sufficient understanding of planned medical procedures.

Dedicated medical staff can in most cases help with easing symptoms. And as an interpreter I
can assist in overcoming communication and cultural issues. I feel grateful to be in a position
where I can be of some use. Yet [ sometimes feel unable to give the support that is really needed.
For loneliness and isolation are two problems, both hospitals and universities are not always

designed for to deal with.
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Changes in student housing

Arno Suzuki
Senior lecturer / International student advisor

Graduate School and Faculty of Science, Kyoto University

University student housing has changed drastically over the last two decades. My first
encounter with it was in the 1970s in California, USA, when I stayed at a dorm in a public
polytechnic university. Most students there at that time were financially independent of parents,
working part-time and paying their rent and tuition.

In the 1990s, when I went to the USA as a graduate student, I witnessed the last days for
affordable student housing. There was family student housing for a prestigious land-grant
university, which provided decent living conditions and a friendly community for less than half
of market rent. About half of the residents were international students and their families. There [
met many Chinese scholars who escaped from the Tiananmen incident as well as students from
developing nations, single parents and other financially struggling students. Some Ph.D.
students and postdocs were washing dishes at restaurants on the side to support their family. I
worked part-time as a university-employed resident advisor for that family student housing, and
I also served as a board member of the resident association that led the protest against the
redevelopment that resulted in a considerable rent-hike. The reconstruction started in 1998
despite our resistance and petitions. The rent for the new apartments tripled and became even
higher than the market rate or the standard salary for graduate assistants. It happened because
the university did not subsidize student housing and the rent income had to cover the
construction cost entirely (Suzuki 2012).

I had anticipated that the enormous rent-hike would the student housing empty, but to my
surprise, it did not turn out that way. When I interviewed new residents in 2008, few complained,
but they rather appreciated the safety, excellent community services and beautiful homes. A
Chinese student who was receiving a generous scholarship from their home government said
that they were content about the pleasant environment. A Korean student, who had been making
over 80,000 USD annually as an engineer back home told me that poor people would not go to
university, not to mention to study abroad, and therefore affordable student housing would not
be necessary. Higher tuitions and rent have made domestic students more dependent on their
parents or patrons, but the majority of students who are not from affluent family have to rely on
hefty student loans (Suzuki 2014).

In EU countries, governments support most universities and the tuition for domestic students
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are free or very low. Neoliberalism in higher education, however, is also rising; therefore, they
look for fee-paying international students as an income source. Tuition for non-EU students is
so high that only students who can afford are the target. Student housing, therefore, is expected
to be more comfortable, convenient, safe, educational and characteristic. With the trend in
universities of outsourcing their services more and more, many private companies were
established to provide student housing. Nowadays, the student housing business attracts
investors worldwide as low-risk high returns options.

In Japan, the government has been trying to provide housing as well as scholarships for only
international students. Providing better-equipped housing for international students versus
domestic ones is a tendency almost everywhere. Japan is, however, the only country to my best
knowledge where international students can get a discount on rent and tuition. Some people in
Japan may still retain the mindset of a “provider”, as Official Development Assistance (ODA)
budget has been providing MEXT scholarship. We have to be aware, however, that Japan is no
longer the wealthiest or most thriving country in Asia.

Housing for domestic students in Japan has changed as well. When I was living in Kyoto
University’s women’s dormitory, an old wooden building with outdated facilities without
air-conditioning, the rent was 400 yen per month. There were students with financial problems
who needed such affordable housing. The dorm was demolished in 2017 and is supposed to turn
into new buildings soon. The rent will be 25,000 yen per month. I do not hear much complaints
or grievances about the rent increase, which is probably because low-income families decreased
in this university. There are more financially struggling people now than in the 1980s, but poor
children cannot afford to receive the primary and secondary education to make their way to
competitive universities such as Kyoto.

We have to remind ourselves that student housing is no longer a mere form of financial aid. 1
am not saying this is right or wrong, but this is what is happening all around the world.
Thoughtless charity would do only harm, but the extreme neoliberalism is surely breaching the
equal opportunity for internationalization. The educational student housing for a reasonable rent

on a non-profit basis, therefore, is becoming valuable evermore.
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The Legendary Ping-Pong Boy

[-Ting Huai-Ching Liu (Soraya)
O R AR - BRESAATZERE)

I know that we’re supposed to tell stories about our life in HdB, but this story isn’t about me
(or maybe it is, sort of). This story is about a boy who once lived in HdB. Let’s call him the
Ping-Pong Boy. There are two reasons for that. First, as you may have guessed, is because he is
very good at playing ping-pong (table tennis). And by that I mean, Very. Good. Whoever has
had the chance to play or train with him could not disagree with me. The second reason is
because, strange as it may seem, one can never guess his age without some info digging and an
unbelievable look of surprise on their face. He is tall and skinny, with long arms and long legs.
His semi-long hair covers his forehead, and behind the rectangular glasses are features of a
young boy. If it weren’t for the fact that he was doing his PhD, people could have easily assumed
that he was 18. Actually if it weren’t for the fact that you have to be 18 to live in HdB, my guess
would have been 15.

The Ping-Pong Boy moved into HdB 2 years before I did, first as a scholar then became a
resident the second semester. My first encounter with him was at a common meal, when I was
invited as a guest. He cooked Gapao rice, a typical Thai dish which, as I learned later, was also
his typical dish for common meal and International Food Festival. When I moved in a semester
later he was the advisor, and we happened to be in the same team for Sports Day, which involved
some chasing and problem-solving games in Kyoto Imperial Palace. But apart from that,
nothing brought us to talk to each other.

This changed once we started playing ping-pong after the first or second house meeting. 1
used to play ping-pong in high school in Taiwan, but have stopped for a long time since it wasn’t
popular in Canada. [ was very happy that there was a ping-pong table in HdB so I could start
practicing again. People saw how I played, and told me that I should play with him. We played,
and he totally impressed me. Not only how fast he moved and how well he returned the balls,
making me run around the table, but also the fact that he only started playing since he entered
HdB 2 years ago. Because there were many people playing that night, we had to wait until late
night to monopolize the table. As many of the old residents who were good at ping-pong moved
out the semester I moved in, he was equally happy to find a partner whom he could practice with.
He would train me to spin the balls, and my smashes would train his return with cutting. It was a
perfect match, and since then we would meet up regularly to practice, sometimes continuing

until 3 am in the morning. At the beginning, we didn’t talk about anything other than ping-pong
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techniques, and after each practice we would just say “Goodnight!” to each other and return to
our respective rooms. Little by little, we started conversing over the bar during water breaks. He
was a civil engineer doing a PhD in Kyoto University. His lab was at Katsura campus, which
means he needed to take the shuttle bus every morning. He was good at sports and went running
regularly, listened to music and even played the ukulele, but was not a big fan of classical music
nor karaoke.

The first sign occurred to me the day we first went to Yodobashi together. I needed to fix my
computer, and he needed to buy something too. I didn’t think we would be going together, for he
wasn’t available that day and I couldn’t wait until the weekend, but on that day he suddenly said
that he could go with me. We cycled all the way to Yodobashi, and he was impressed that I
managed to follow. After we had dinner and returned to HdB, I sat playing the piano as usual. A
girl friend came to talk to me, and all of a sudden she stopped. She said Hi to him, for he had
been standing behind listening, without me noticing. My heart skipped a beat, for I knew he
wasn’t interested in classical music. Another time I was ill and couldn’t play ping-pong, he
brewed some ginger tea from Thailand and left the teapot at my door, leaving me a warm and
pleasant surprise. More and more often we would hang out in the lobby or practice together.
Once when we were at the ping-pong table again, a girl friend heard us from the lobby, opened
the sliding doors, and asked me directly in Mandarin: “Are you guys in love?” I just laughed but
didn’t answer. “What did she say?” he asked. “Nothing,” I returned the ball. But as things
always go in HdB, nothing eventually turned into something.

We started dating the second semester after I moved in, and for a year we lived together in
HdB, him on the fourth floor and me on the second. We were both Sagittarius, thus equally
self-focused. We would watch movies and TV series together, usually in Mandarin with Thai
subtitles. As long as I wasn’t clumsy enough to break or spill things in his room, making him
angry (as shown in the picture he drew lol), we lived in peace and enjoyed each other’s company.
He supported me through the difficult times of transition, the problems I faced while trying to
build a community in HdB. He was a good consultant and companion, knowing how to calm
things and people down. My favorite phrase of his was: “Trust me, I’'m an engineer”. Sounds
very cool (kakkoii) and reliable, eh? Then the engineer moved out while finishing his Doctoral
thesis, but remained a frequent visitor and ping-pong player in HdB, joining almost every
common meal. Because of his presence, patience and passion, more and more people started
playing ping-pong, and many saw significant improvement under his training. The girls he
trained called him “Shisho”, although he insisted that he could not be a teacher for them. He had
many friends inside and outside the dorm, and was adored by many more. Besides playing
ping-pong and writing thesis, we travelled together to all prefectures of the Chugoku Area,
visiting the Atomic Bomb Dome and the Miyashima Shrine in Hiroshima, riding camels and
exploring Detective Conan’s town in Tottori. We even went all the way to Izumo Taisha Shrine

in Shimane, which he did for me, for he wasn’t interested in Japanese mythology lol. Once he
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saved my life by informing my friend that I wasn’t answering the phone, and after finding out
that I was unconscious, he came to HdB and together they called the ambulance. To thank me for
my contribution to his Doctoral thesis, he bought me a soft cutie which I named “Xiao Teng Yi”,
meaning “little rice-ball” in Taiwanese.

Ping-Pong Boy obtained his PhD, and in June last year started a job at the Ministry of Finance
in Bangkok. He left Kyoto and left a legend, while I stayed and became the longest-staying
resident of HdB (scholar now). If you’ve been living here for long enough, I’'m sure you know
whom I’'m talking about. If you’re new you may never have met him, but might have heard bits
and pieces about him. Whichever the case, I want to share this story with you so that he would
be known and remembered by all future residents. Because for me, in the 4 years that I have

been living in HdB, all my memories gather around him, the Legendary Ping-Pong Boy.
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Nice meet and big growth in HdB
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HdB —place for more experiences and better self-exploration

#208 Hai Trinh (Vietnam)
Graduate School of Medicine, Kyoto University

This time last year, [ was in the middle of nothing, indecisive about what I should do after
my Bachelor course. Staying in Japan-my second home country, going back to Vietnam-my
home country, or going to France- a country of my dream for quite a long time or? Studying
master course in the same field or finding a job in a totally unrelated field? All I felt at that
time was that I was not really ready to leave my true love city Kyoto. I was not ready to leave
Japan with my Japanese still in the middle of nowhere. I was not ready to leave Kyoto
University without experiencing life in dormitory, which I had longed for quite a long time. I
wrote the application for HdB on the day of deadline and submitted it ten minutes before the
deadline. I came to the interview unprepared. Passing or failing to get accepted to HdB were
both good to me then. I somehow got accepted. Perhaps because there was no Vietnamese at

the dorm then.

In my first semester, | learned how to overcome "anti-social" aspect of myself. I was always
uncomfortable with parties, not knowing how to start a conversation and what to talk with
unfamiliar people. Thanks to Stef and Judy, who always start conversations and get many
people involved into, I started to talk with more residents. Thanks to the IFF event, of which I
was one of the Toubans, I knew more about my teammates, went to the lobby more often and
gradually enjoyed more group talks. I also learned how to see people off without feeling
goodbye. I used to feel very sad at any farewell, thinking that things would never be as good
as it once be. However here in HdB, connections and relationships last very long, very strong
even after that member leaves dorm for very far place, either in Japan or somewhere in the

world.
Second semester brings me many chances to experience and enjoy many new things for the

first time (I missed quite a lot of activities during the first semester). The Sport Day event

reminded me the fresh feeling of being a novice, the feeling of being nervous, uncertain but
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excited when one first learns something. It was the first time in my life I played basketball and
I have not learned any new sport for quite a long time. The Trip to Amanohashidate brought
me chances to explore new aspects of many people. I got to know how interesting Jason can
be when he is drunken, how excellent Serena is at sports, how easily Hiro can get offended
and how strict Chris can be in terms of food. Cooking events gave me opportunities to learn
how to organize an event, from advertising the events, meeting in group to facilitating on the
day of the events. Not only official events but also spontaneous events in HdB bring me
valuable experiences. Karaoke after Thanksgiving event made me realized that karaoke is
really amusing and relaxing to me. I also got to know music tastes of many residents. By the
way, I do like Serena's deep warm "manly" voice when she raps. Going to bar after Christmas
event was quite an eye-opener to me. I learned how easily people can talk to strangers at bar. |
learned from Souma why people love smoking while drinking. I also learned how long and
strong the smell of smoke can last on your clothes. Anyway, it was really worth experience

once.

In HdB, through many interactions in daily life as well as in official and unofficial events, I
could explore many different "conflicting" aspects in the same person of many residents
including myself, regardless of nationalities. In other words, HdB is like a small living
"library" about human being to me. I enjoy knowing new side-either good or bad- of anyone
whom I think I know well, accepting it naturally without judging. What I enjoy more in HdB
is breaking many of prejudices I have had, knowing new aspect of myself through interactions
with many people of different backgrounds and living fruitfully day by day. I have had so
many unforgettable memories with many people in HdB, which may take me weeks to write
down. I do appreciate many "Encounters" HdB brings to me, with many different people from
different backgrounds and with the same people in many different situations, through which I

learn not only about different cultures but also about many people as individuals.
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Farewell to HdB

#405  Alexander Van-Brunt (New Zealand)

Graduate School of Science, Kyoto University

This was my final semester at HdB. A place that, in no uncertain terms, was my home. My

departure from it marks a distinct full stop of a passage in my Life.

Having resided at HdB for two full years, and been president for one of them, this dormitory
has definitely left traces on me. These are mostly in subtle ways, relating to my familiarity
with other cultural ideals - a sort of implicit education that one gets upon living in HdB. This
exposure has served me well so far in my time at Oxford, which further makes me savour the

HdB experience.

In some sense I feel disconnected as ever from any culture - what is familiar and strange to me
is now a blur. However I would like to believe that this has led me to become a more global
citizen, rather than a nationalist. Perhaps this is exactly the sort of thing the founders of HdB

had in mind.

At time of writing I am at Merton College in Oxford. Often I reflect on the contrasts between
HdB and Merton. Like HdB the college had its own revolutionary vision of establishing a
community of independent academics, and like HdB it was from modest beginnings. Merton
was founded 800 years ago and has made a striking impact on the world. It gives me hope that
there will be a HdB many years from now - having made history. Thus it is with enthusiasm

that I welcome the new residents and the new renovations.
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#407 Van Der Struijk Stef (The Netherlands)

Department of Intelligence Science and Technology, Kyoto University

Time flies so fast, I’'m not even living in HdB anymore. Wondering
how you’ll look after your amazing time at HdB is at an end? Just
look to the left. 2 years in HdB has given me many precious
experiences. The people living here, and the dorm in its whole,
create an amazing environment that is hard to find in other places in
the world. We surely have found a treasure here. I tried living in a
share-house in Tokyo, but nope, the atmosphere there is not even

close to the connections people share in HdB.

But let’s not go all sad, because HdB has mostly been a fun time!
Both the events we’ve organized and just the simple days where we

spend our time in the lobby until late in the night, they have created

“ unforgettable memories.

Thank you for the food we shared during the common meals. Thank you for making the trips
to Kobe, Korea and others awesome. Thank you for having the friendly competitions, whether
it was with ping pong, PlayStation games or board games. Thank you for applauding our
Christmas dance performance with weird outfits. Thank you for the insights you’ve given me

in your cultural background and thank you for much more! I’ll treasure these memories.

Tokyo is not very far, so please come visit me (or wherever I’ll be) when you’!

I’m always looking forward to hear from you again, whether in person or with a message!

Be the architect of your experiences.

- Lisa Feldman Barrett
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So... What do you actually believe

#418  Sandra Marie Beverungen (German)
ISJP, NCC Center

I arrived in HdB in September 2018 and sadly need to leave again in February to return to my
theology studies in Gottingen, Germany, so I have only been living in HdB around three
months but coming back after classes feels like coming home anyway. Common Meals,
playing billiard, singing for Thanksgiving or just sitting in the Lobby until late at night talking
about God knows what.

I came to Japan because I wanted to learn more about Eastern religions but instead I learned
about what it means to find friends that were raised thousands of kilometres away from
Germany and still share a lot of what I might call “Christian values” which don’t seem to be
that Christian at all in the end.

The HdB tries to forge peace by letting people meet in a setting that couldn’t be any closer
than living together in one house and sharing time and stories and experiences. And I think
this is exactly what we need in a time of nationalistic conflicts all over the world: We need to
reduce our prejudices and get together to see that in the end all of us are human beings that
live on this one and only world together.

A lot of you asked me about my wish to become a pastor and even more approached me with
your questions about Christianity, a religion I was raised into from the beginning and never
questioned as much as I did in my time here. And I tried to find an answer for every question,
without forcing you to become Christian yourself. And you answered my questions about your
beliefs and cultures when I asked about that in return.

So... what do I believe in? I believe in love and compassion, in peace and harmony and before
all of this I believe in friendship and mutual understanding!

When I go home, I will miss all of it by the bottom of my heart and I hope to stay in contact
with all of you! And maybe someday I can welcome you in Germany to show you that our
trains really are always late and that we really have the best bread and do not all wear
Lederhosen and drink beer but first of all I would want to show you the same warmness you

showed me in every week, on every day and in every minute of my stay in Japan.

EO2bHONESTENELE!
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A Strong Reminder -Message from the House Family

Adriana Hidding (HM), Yuya lida (HF),Yoji (HC),Hajime(HC)

The difficulties surrounding reconstruction work cause uncertainty, but at the same time they
have been a trigger to think more about our reason of being. What role does our dormitory have,
besides a place to live and enjoy life.

While we stick to our core message of life together, at the same time we adjust to our time and
try to improve ourselves. We try to be not just visitors but part of our neighborhood. By inviting
our neighbors over for food at the international foods festival, joining the Shogoin sports day,
and now by introducing countries by cooking workshops to children. We furthermore give space
and opportunities for cultural activities such as Brazilian Christmas, and the Islamic Eid al-Fitr.
The house is thus both a gateway to Japan and the world.

By being this gateway the house proves its value, as international exchange can only be
meaningful if we meet. Facilitating encounters and cultural activities is thus invaluable both to
our local and international community.

As house parents we have for three years had the honor to be part of this project. As "live in
advisors" we had to help our students on their journey. But often it has been the other way
around. And as a big bonus we have gotten the chance to enjoy a world of cooking, from
Vietnam and Brazil, to Zimbabwe, Madagascar and surprisingly tasty British dishes. I
furthermore got opportunities to pretend I speak a bit of French and German, and try and
pronounce Chinese words. These small encounters make me grateful for haven gotten the
opportunity to be houseparent. I hope our children will have fond memories of the house, and
keep on enjoying diversity.

The uncertainties about the future of the house are a strong reminder to us about what we have,
what we want to protect, and what we want to give to
future generations of students in Kyoto. It is the
opportunity to live together, and learn how to respect
differences. To appreciate diversity and to better get
to know who we are to begin with. It gives us unique
lessons in intercultural communication, organizing
skills, and perhaps most importantly teaches us to no
longer see people from a different culture as "the

other".
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2018 #-FE  Welcome Party Speech

April 2018: Christopher West (Chairperson)

Good evening everyone and thank you for coming here tonight to welcome a new
generation of students into HdB. It’s lovely to see so many of you here, and I would just like
to take a moment to appreciate the sheer variety of people here: we have students about to
embark on their academic careers and esteemed professors; we have people who have crossed
continents to come here and people from the other side of the Kamogawa; people who can
speak one language and people who I am going to ask to translate this speech in a moment;
old residents, new residents, new scholars, old residents who are becoming new scholars and
extremely new residents! (Indicate 3 week old Hajime). This is probably to be expected from a
house for international students, but when I talk to you all, I hear two common phrases again
and again, two ideas that unite all of these people from wildly different backgrounds. The first
is that they want to knock the house down. (It’s more positive than it sounds!) The second is
that this house changes people for the better. This idea keeps resurfacing from many different
people, and I agree! In my time here, I have seen the experiences, the opportunities and the
friendships that life in this house provides shape us and allow us to grow for the better. So, to
our new residents and scholars; I hope that you enjoy your time here, I hope that you will find

your home here, and I hope that this place changes you. Welcome to HdB.

October 2018: Hiroaki Inoue (Chairperson)

Welcome to HdB. I’'m happy to see you. HdB is not just the place we sleep and wake up,
here is more like home. We talk at lobby almost every night, and we have many events to
know each other and have fun. When you back to HdB, people in lobby will welcome to you.
You will know how great this is. This helps you to do your daily life. Residents are from all
over the world, and they study different field. And every semester many people leave here and
many people come here. So you can see many different people. Many hello and good bye.
When I came to here, [ was worried about many things. But I spend just one week, I surprised
how great place here is. People are really kind, smart. Every resident helped me to used to be
here. I think You will also experience this. I think every people come to better, spending time
at here. , Especially in the way to communicate with others. So please don’t afraid to anything.

Please come to lobby! Please join many event! Let’s spend comfortable and fun time!
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E R ¥ FE->V International Food Festival

Y& Y . Hai, Nayoung, Kimiko, Kanane, Chiho, Yamahira
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Preparing and cooking food together, trying many dishes from different

»

cultures, enjoying the event with partners or friends introducing international
cultures to Japanese people...all those things made the event memorable to

many people. It can be said that the event helped bring people and cultures

close together.

R #HSE Thanksgiving Party
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