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Kyoto International Student House *

PRINCIPLE AND PURPOSE
by Dr. Werner Kohler

Haus der Begegnung Kyoto

“Haus der Begegnung” is a house where men from
different continents and cultures, of different races and
colors, different social strata, religions and outlooks live
together. The house members face realistically the
difference of national, cultural and religious backgrounds.
It is a “House of Encounter” as its name ‘“Haus der
Begegnung” indicates. It is an experimental training place
for peace, which is not merely absence of war, a training
place for the construction of a new form of society
necessitated by the demands of the world of tomorrow.

The house life is guided by the following considerations.

1. The living together in the International Student House
Kyoto is not an end in itself. Nor is it a world of its own. It
is concerned with the daily human society to which we all
belong. Our human society, as history shows, is in need of
constant renewal. Forms of society change, old traditions
decline, new ones arise; but Life Together is the
destination of man.

2. Life Together is life in relation with others, with those
we like and those we dislike, with those who have
different convictions and opinions. Life Together means
love and respect for those who are different. We have the
freedom to agree to disagree with one another.

3. Life Together is life in daily renewal. We all have a
natural inclination to favor our own beliefs and concepts.
The house members let themselves be mutually
questioned and challenged in their opinions, attitudes and
habits. By nature we are inclined to have relations with,
and fulfill responsibilities to, our own family group and
those of our own social milieu or those that are useful to us.
We aim to outgrow these self-centered inclinations. Life
Together allows for diversity and runs counter to
conformity and unconformity. The traditional societies
classify people according to their educational, political,
moral and financial standards. Life Together transcends
these traditional classes.

4. Life Together is an adventure and an experiment. “Haus
der Begegnung” in Kyoto practices in small dimension a
new form of society. This new society is both conservative
and revolutionary in that it respects the past with its
traditions and looks to the future with its possibilities. It is
a form of society which is renewing itself in free
self-criticism of its members. The basis of this Life
Together is Life itself.

Thus it is hoped that students living in this house are
willing on their own initiative to participate in various
activities such as seminar-like meeting, common meals
and house chores of different kinds.

*Dr.Kohler was the most central among the forwarder of HdB in 1965. He and Dr.Inagaki served as the first

House Farther.
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[T 22k 1T 2 ERRAL]

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough

Adriana Hidding (HM), Yuya lida (HF), Yoji (HC)

Almost two years have passed since we became house parents. The main topic during this
period has and will be for some more time how to get the necessary anti-earthquake measures

and repair works done.

The efforts to find funding happen outside the view of most residents. But I would like you all
to know that Utsumi-sensei and the working group are doing their utmost best, and [ would like
to thank them for it. As it is not an easy task all residents, OM and other friends of the house are

welcome to share their thoughts on the project, or offer assistance.

Important decisions about the future of the house need to be made. For the continuity of the
house its furthermore important that as many former residents stay involved with the house as
possible. It is our hope to not let the HdB community fall apart for those who leave the house.

We hope to find ways to keep the encounter going, both online and in person.

Our biggest strength as house family during the
past two years has been Yoji. He gives shine to house
parents who can be a bit grumpy at times. And he has
been the instigator of many encounters and laughs.
He will get the necessary assistance in keeping his
parents both occupied and happy. Between the time
of writing and printing of this yearbook we hope to
welcome a new house child. We are grateful for all
who have lend a helping hand the past months. ——It
is very helpful now that part of the family is need of

some extra rest.

Finally, some of the challenges for HdB seem
difficult. However, we believe that with patience,
practice and HdB’s reason of being, “Coming

together to learn from each other”, we can get there.
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Thoughts on the reconstruction and continuation of the Haus

Ta-Yan LEONG (Malaysia)
(OM1969)

In the 2013 HdB Yearbook (pages 42-43), I wrote about my own fortunate experience at the
Haus and its impact on my work and life after leaving the Haus. Then in the 2015 HdB Yearbook
(pages 28 -30), I wrote about my own encounter at the 50th Anniversary celebration of the Haus.

Given the noble founding principle and purpose of the Haus “where men [and women] from
different continents and cultures, of different races and colours, different social strata, religions
and outlooks live together”, the reconstruction and continuation of the Haus has become even
more relevant and timely (if not already too late?) in the current world that sees daily headlines
of terrorism, harassment, segregation, discrimination, etc.

I have personally benefited from my experience at the Haus and so have many other Haus
mates who have written in previous HdB yearbooks. It is beyond doubt that the Haus experience
has an important impact on the Haus residents for their later contributions to society; and
particularly so in the current Japanese education system of emphasising “internationalisation”
and against the backdrop of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

I think it would be great to let the community at large understand that the Haus founding
principle and purpose is almost the same as the Olympics spirit. The only difference is that the
Olympics focus on international friendship and understanding through sporting competition
whereas the Haus offers international friendship and understanding through living together and
Haus activities under the same roof. The Haus experience helps to nurture and create future
community leaders, thus benefiting the society.

An old member organisation will no doubt be very important in supporting the course of the
reconstruction and continuation effort through collective experience and a common goal. In fact,
it should be expanded to include “friends” of old members who identify with the founding
principle and purpose of HdB. The old members would be good living examples to demonstrate
the benefit of the Haus and convince the community at large that the principle and purpose is
worthy of support, thus winning over friends from the community.

I wish the reconstruction and continuation of HdB good luck and every success!
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Mutual Respect

Ahmet Onat
(OM1993, Faculty member, Sabanci University, Turkey )

Back in mid 1990's HdB was a crazy place. People from all over the world, and from all walks of
life gathered there, with very little in common. Different cultures, different wiews. Many
energetic young men living in the same building, and no authoritative figure putting pressure. A

perfect recepie for chaos.

But then, it was quite a peaceful and orderly place to live in. Not gleaming and spotless and slick
(quite the opposite, in-fact, since there was no money back then for maintenance either), but a
place you could call your home away from home. Not only after you went in your room and
closed the door, but the moment you passed through the entrance with Bamba san's "Okaeri".

You could feel a warmth and the coziness of being at home with the family that moment.

Although there were people each of us liked, disliked or completely failed to build a relationship,
it was a place where you could depend on the members for their support when you needed, and
were ready to give yours too. I got to know so many members there, but do not recall any selfish
guys among them. Any door could be knocked on at any time, night and day, anything could be
borrowed when necessary, even if the owner was not home! The house parents were there not as

problem solvers or order enforcers, but as people who listened to us. Their door was never shut.

Looking back, I realize that what bonded us together was mutual respect. Irrelevant of
background, opinions or personality, we were all humans and deserved respect for that. Once
we respect each other, we see that all problems dissolve into insignificant details and are no
more obstacles to overcome. This attitude, for me, is the greatest virtue that I have earned from

the Haus, and have always lived to it ever since.
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Out of HdB

A BE (RE)
FUHR R 5 T

From April 2014, when I started my stay here in HdB through the
introduction of one of my professor and senior who was an old
member, it has been three years, until I graduated as a resident,
“finally”, in March 2017. Later, due to some personal issues, I
applied for extension of the stay for two extra months, until early

May, as a scholar, providing me this honor to be on the year book

again.

Ijo;)k;ng backd:his year, | must say that I realized for the first time that life in HdB has
influenced me heavily. It is apparent fact that spending hours each day in a place for three
years would change a person, yet the perspective after leaving the place comes even more
intense.

First of all, in this academic year, | went through a number of important events in my
life. I tried to apply for another graduate school, wrote my graduation thesis, graduated from
university and was waiting for offers, during the last months of my stay in HdB.

There were times that I was down and hesitant, being skeptical and unconfident on
myself, keeping blaming and asking myself why things are working in a way that was not of
my preference. I have been grateful always that friends I met in HdB was constantly by my
side in such times, trying to persuade me to keep on and giving me practical advice. Were it
not with them, it must have been a hard battle with myself, going through all the tough times,
making life-changing decisions. It seems to have been wise even looking back from now
thanks to all: there were seducing breakfast smells coming out of the kitchen in mornings that
wakes you up to start a new day, people sitting in the sofa of the lobby for drinks when you
drag your brain-full of bugs back home. All these precious friends you met in HdB and time
spent with them are priceless, while if you are out there in the middle of nowhere, like in an
isolated apartment, there are few options apart from saying “Good morning!” to air in the
quiet single room or sleeping over the hard times trying to avoid facing the real world, which

for sure does no good in encouraging a pressured undergraduate student.
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Secondly, discussions and interviews that I had during this year made me think about
what HdB brought me about in discussing with people.

Honestly I hated some of the events or hangouts, at least to my comprehension by then,
basically meant to take photos for Instagram for some likes. For now, for part of them, my
prejudice has not changed greatly, especially as someone who hates all the SNS groups ringing
up frequently. However, I could see them in a broader sight now. Noisy or sometimes quite
overwhelming events and meetings at least really does train people. With happenings that are
not all necessarily pleasant, there were additional chances for residents to talk to people and
get to know different culture, which they would normally not attach at all. It might sound
slightly pushing, but effective in instructing. People you meet at school are usually “chosen”:
sharing the same major, the same hobbies or some same goals in a student group. The barrier
among discussions occurring with above people are generally comparatively low, but that is
definitely not all of the world. There are more people in the world who know little about your
field, who treasures things that you would not have a look at, and at times even happen to be
stubborn and talkative. I would say some part of HdB that I disliked was in fact the best place
to get trained to communicate with them calmly, amiably and modestly, gradually throwing
away the habit of being indifferent, ignorant and sometimes barbarous attitudes, when
confronting people with diverse backgrounds. Depending on people, careers might bring them
to a narrower path in meeting people, yet this skills is better learnt now when you are young
than never, and, provided in HdB naturally.

Spending several months out of HdB this year, provided me of a fresh view of the time
in HdB. Missing those I met there, I would like to send my gratitude to them for being there,
companying my joys and pains, listening to my perhaps boring jokes, teaching me what might

be better and providing me with chances to grow.
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A letter to recommend living in HdB

#205 You-Shan Tsai (Taiwan)
Kyoto University

To students who are finding a place in Kyoto,

Hey, I have a good news to share to you. Here is my experience:

Since I moved in, it is already one year pasted. Both of my studies and life in Japan
become better and better although I feel busier in every following semester. This good place
with a group of siblings supports me comfortable rests, enjoyable talks, and unforgettable
experiences.

Every times when I came home late, there are still people at the lobby saying “FJs 0~
(welcome back home) to me which warm me again and remove all of my tired. Common
meals, I can enjoy different kinds of delicious dishes with my siblings and freely talk what I
want about my lives. During the new year, we make “FSEiEIEE” (traditional Japanese food
for new year) together. It provides me a chance to experience new year culture in Japan.
Because of here, [ met lots of awesome siblings. Once, Hikaru invited me to her house for new
year. In her house, we spent a wonderful time together and I feel like being real home for new
year celebration as well. I think these kinds of experiences are hard to get when you live alone,
especially abroad.

If you are thinking to studying in Kyoto now, then I will strongly recommend here. HdB,
Haus der Begegnung, house of encounter, a place that built up my personality to embrace the
studying, the life, and the world.

Best regards,

Judy

New year in Hikaru’s house

From left to right:

Nils, Hikaru’s mom, Melon (dog), Hikaru,
Judy, Ko
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The Climate Change in HdB across 3 Years: Becoming a Home Away From Home

#214 1-Ting Huai-Ching Liu (Canada)
SRR RN - BREEAEE R

It has been 3 years since I live here in HdB, and I have
witnessed a complete change over time. When I first
moved in in spring 2015, there were a lot of new residents
who don’t know each other, and few people were taking
initiatives or joining activities, leaving the lobby almost
always empty. The second semester internet (hard)
connections improved, but the atmosphere (climate) as a

whole was a strict one towards rule adherence, leaving

little space for casual activities among residents. That was
when I thought of volunteering to be the next president. I didn’t think I would be the ideal
leader, certainly other people in the dorm are more capable for that, but I felt that HdB at that
time was not in need of a good leader at the center of the stage, ensuring that every event goes
smoothly like the boss of a company. What it was lacking was the real, soft connection among
residents, the sense of community and bounding with each other, and I wanted to create a

platform for that to happen.

So as the president during times of transition, when new house parents moved in, I tried my
best to connect old residents with new ones and Japanese students with international students,
such as initiating language study groups and the “house brother/sister” pair-up between old
and new residents, proposing to use the team fee to make birthday cards for residents (Hanna’s
suggestion). Some worked while others didn’t. My boyfriend Winij and my friend Jennifer
have witnessed the “good old times” before I moved in, and they suggested that connecting
the Japanese students is the key towards social harmony and good atmosphere. Following their
words, my team members consist of three and a half Japanese people (and half an American
lol), who created good bounds between them (two of them became president in the subsequent
semesters). I did my best not to act like a leader, but rather as a listener, to hear opinions from

others and let the tobans do their job. It turned out to be a tough semester for me, partly due to
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some problems going on among residents, but partly because I was only receiving complaints
and never asking for recognition. I thank all those, including house parents, who encouraged

me during that time.

The fourth semester I was relieved from my responsibilities, and things started to get better.
The new residents who entered during last semester were comfortably installed, became
friends, and got used to initiating different activities. The sense of community was growing,
with official and unofficial events happening frequently where new residents were well
involved. The fifth semester the momentum continued, and by now I can say that HdB 2018 is
completely different from HdB 2015. So vibrant and positive is the community now that many
of us do not want to leave after our 3-year contract, so we continue to stay here as scholars!
Seeing the climate change in the house assures me that all my unseen and unknown efforts

have been worthwhile.

My efforts, and that of many others, were not uncompensated. In the course of 2 years’ time,
my life was endangered twice from low blood glucose, and two residents (Daisy and Hikaru)
along with Winij, House Parents, and Higuchi San have discovered me and took me to the
hospital. Many others have been watching out on me too, and it is thanks to these people, to
this warm community, that I am still alive today. We help each other out and we enjoy
activities together. I sincerely hope that the joy, the warmth and the positivity in the house will

continue, and that HdB will remain what it has finally become: a home away from home!
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Great accomplishment

#409 Ramongolalaina Clarissien (Madagascar)

Kyoto University

This is the last time I can write the end year book of HdB. I will leave
this International Student House. The questions are: what will you
remember about this dorm when you leave? What have you
' accomplished here? There are few accomplishments that I am humbly
« il so proud of. The following are the most memorable among them.
" - "II I won prizes of best cuisine 2017 when [ participated in
:.* African-American-Caribbean cooking contest. I didn’t know how to
- cook for more than fifteen people before I moved in HdB. I began to
learn cook by myself in this International Student House. My journey of cooking started with
participating to make dishes at any event as possible; and I have never lost any cooking
contest that I was part of, because I have been getting better and better. I would humbly say I
became semi-professional.
I just finished my PhD defense and am expecting to get my doctoral degree this coming March.
Finishing a doctoral course is not easy, everyone understands that. And it gets even more
harder when you are resident in HdB and try to not miss all the event. However, we always
help each other with colleagues and, specially, dorm mates. And that makes everything is easy.
Even the gaming time few nights a week refreshes our brain.
In addition, there are many great moments that always be remembered. My favorite moments
are Christmas party, International Food Festival, and trip — staying up all night drinking and
playing games with friends and family. I will always remember these moments, they are so fun
and made me feel like living in the four corners of the world as a really international student.
These fun moments helped me to get ready to the next level. Even little fights that I picked up
with few people will be remembered as fun moments later on.
My status as a resident in HdB will be over soon, and this is the last time that I have an
opportunity to write to this book. However, my life in HdB will never be over soon. I hope I
will still be able to participate to some events when I leave. Furthermore, HdB will always be

part of my life.
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HdB and its great social life

#410 Mathieu Fevre (France)

Kyoto University, Graduate School of Science

Hi everyone ! My name is Mathieu. I come from France. |
arrived in Japan one year and an half ago, without knowing
anything about Japan. I stayed one year in a dorm of Kyoto
University during my second year of my master. My first dorm
had a strict rule about visitors and the social life was not that great.

During the year, I met Alexander and talked to me about his dorm.

He seemed very happy about HdB dorm, and talked a lot about its
events. | participate in the International Food Festival in which I was able to taste delicious

food from many countries.

Then I graduated, I got a scolarship to do a PhD in Kyoto University. | had to move
out my first dorm. I spent few months in America in a dorm, where many international
students were staying. I enjoyed those few months. So the choice of the new dorm was
obvious : I directly applied for HdB and I have been accepted. I had an image of how great
was the social life in that dorm and it turned to be true : a lot of events, and common meal
where you can enjoy different kind of food with you HdB friends and other guests. Whenever
you go to the lobby, you can find someone to talk to. Also, i rediscovered a game that I played
only once : Catan. This board game gave me a lot of fun recently, and I really want to play it
again ! Another positive point of HdB is that dorm's residents are not only foreigners, there are
Japanese as well. I am living in Japan, and i have a chance to meet and to talk to Japanese.
This gives the opportunity to know more about the Japanese culture, about the country in
which I am currently living, and to learn the Japanese language. In HdB dorm is that (almost)
everyone is in charge of something in the dorm. My job was to take care of the High tech of

HdB and to publish articles on HdB's blog.

I am looking forward to sharing more memories with HdB residents, and to meeting

new ones of the new semester !
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HdB:
One house, different people, different languages and cultures, but one family

#418 Juliane Spith (Germany)
Protestant Theology, Doshisha University,

A bit more than one year passed by since I
have moved in to HdB. I still remember the
first two weeks after I moved new into the
house. Everything was new, different, but
exciting. Day by day I met new residents

of the house and week by week I made

new friends. It did not take a long time
until I understood that this is more than
just a student dormitory, a place which gives students from around the world a place to stay.
People here are not just neighbors or study colleagues and friends. We are more like a family. I
think I can say after one year of living in this house, that I might be able to tell at least a bit
about each resident and his/her character. We all know each other quite well, know, what the
other one likes or dislikes, who is good at cooking, sports, piano, ping pong etc. ...

From time to time we all learned about each other, but also about ourselves. We learned how
to deal with different personalities, conflicts and problems. I do not want to say that we all are
the best friends, but we all know how to treat each other in a respectful and peaceful way to
make an enjoyable life together in this house possible. Especially the obligatory house events
like Common Meals, Trip, Sports Day, Big Clean Up, IFF, Seminar and a lot more help us to
get closer to each other and make the bound between us residents stronger. During my stay of
one year here in this house I definitely learned something for my life, human relationships,
grew up mentally and made a lot of good memories with the people in the house. The day
will come, when it's time for me to move out of the house to go further on in my life, but until
then I wish that I and all my neighbors in this house have a great time together. For the future
of HdB I wish it will give a lot more students the chance to move in and get the experience of

the “HdB Life”, “where so far away from home, no one is alone.”
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Welcome Party Speech (April 2017)

Kosuke Onishi KV #idili (7 AU 7)

Chair Person Spring Semester

Today we are here to celebrate the beginning of a new semester at our dorm and to welcome

the new residents and scholars. I remember when | had come down for the welcome party in
the fall of 2015, I was a bit nervous to meet the other residents and it did not help that the
room was full of distinguished professors. These people are your new family, and you will
soon find that there is no reason to be nervous.
I can only speak from personal experience but this dorm is extraordinary. Residents are
selected so that there will always be a diverse group with different cultural backgrounds.
Everyday is a learning experience, and although this can times lead to clashes, HdB represents
a hands on experience where ‘living together’ is not merely a slogan but a way of life. You
will be pushed by other brilliant students to work harder each day, and if you are going
through a rough time, there is no dearth of support.

I hope that this evening is indicative of things to come and that the new residents and
scholars will continue to get to know the residents that already occupy this dorm. There is
always a chance to socialize in the lobby after going to school. Moreover, as you will soon
learn, there are a number of important events that naturally bring us all together. So again, on
behalf of all of the residents here, and the wonderful staff of HdB, I would like to welcome

you all to the dorm, and I hope that you have a wonderful time leaving at this special place.

Kosuke second from left, with present house father and former house father, Samuel Vollenweider
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Sports Day (Spring Semester)

Sarasa Amma (Japan)

This year for the Sports day we did three games, darts, a building game and a ‘cone game.’
Originally, we had five games in preparation, the others being dodge ball and a hula hoop
relay game. The idea that we had was that we really wanted to get a balance of ‘physical’ and
‘team strategy’ sports. So for this purpose we tried to come up with a wide variety of games.
However due to a series of unfortunate events, we canceled the dodge ball game and ran out of

time for the hula hoop game.

Regardless, after many meetings and going back and forth between ideas and the hundred yen
store, we were finally prepared. The model for the building game was assembled, the dart
boards were hung up and the cones purchased. Upon a brief introduction, we split everybody
into 3 teams and for the next 2 hours we completed through these various activities. Some of
the games were quite unconventional, but much to the Tobans relief, they seemed to be
successful. After much fierce and close competition, eventually a winner was declared. A brief

honorary dodge ball game, and a photo later, we all sat down to enjoy pizza and Tapioca tea.
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Seminar (A7)

Chiaming Shen (Taiwan)
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International Food Festival

Christopher West (England)

On the day of the 8th of July, We invited neighbors to come by For some food and a drink And
entice them to think ‘Gosh, what a nice bunch of guys!’

For you do not need to be a clairvoyant To know that our house, while so joyant Can at times
be quite loud And so full of a crowd That we may seem, how’d you say?, an annoyance.

So we came up with a way to say ‘thank you’ And to return to them all that they are due. We’d
cook food from our homelands, Sell it from our own stands And friendship would surely
ensue.

We decided that it would be preferable To call it International Food Festival. The posters were
made And the tables were laid We cried out that this one would be best of all!

But no banquet could ever occur Without dishes abound to savor. We worked through the
night, And by early sunlight All the tables could not hold anymore.

En masse, our guests all descended To sample what our chefs recommended. But it couldn’t
be done Without helpers to come And ensure that our guests comprehended.

As the hours of the day ticked away, Many belts were being forced to give way. The tables

unbuckled, The servers untroubled Of leftovers left to throwaway.

Now it’s over, we must all agree A great time was had by attendees. For we all ate and drank
And for that we must thank The hard workers of our HdB!
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Sports Day (Fall Semester)

Hossam El-Sakka (Egypt)

-What’s an HdB sports day for ?

Being the only event —along with seminar- to be held twice a year,
sports day represents more than just health awareness and constructive
competitiveness. It is the bedrock on which, the process of
consolidating the new body of house members and family into one
unified healthy functioning society, is built.

-So why was this one special ?

. : October 21st 2017, on a cloudy Kyoto morning, 16 talented students
present, geared and ready to get that win. Put into 4 balanced teams and competing in 4
sporting events —Badminton, Volleyball, Football and Table Tennis— Unhinged by the falling
rain, mind locked on pushing together 100% to get the trophy, the teams kicked off the
morning events consisting of badminton and volleyball. It was difficult to pinpoint a
dominating team as all of them were giving it all they got. After 8 of the 12 scheduled matches
were played, the rain poured hard creating an environment not safe enough to avoid injuries.
The 4 remaining matches were decided through 4 thrilling games of indoor high paced
dodge-ball.

After charging our strength in a well-deserved lunch break, we went into the afternoon events
with one goal in mind, winning. To be honest, if there could be 4 winners in sports, then this
day would’ve ended perfectly. That’s how much it was close between winners and losers
during those games.

A big congratulations, not just to the winners, but to every individual that made this event

succeed in a perfect manner.

61



SRR

w_HE Hr (HA)

WAy ME, HEHIBIZZZEZ L CWEENWTWS b~ LYT YV b D
B IR x D /3—T 4 —12,

YVROTATATIZLVRLETHLIa E—dMOBEIEOT a L — g U afi L, i
DA =Y REINTND LB UMD — RERFOWEL00HO0 Fife, Z
ILTEA Y=V — REIAREE BIRSHIZRY , S50FHKEALI < T50THE
OWRFEE LD BENZTHRITHRENE/- S,

BHIT, VYT IRELLEEOT v MR—ARFHK STV LRERY | —FRICE
L, Z<DOFA NERNCEHNILRR LR AR AR T oz, bo L bR
W7 T APELICONTEBBEAIRD > TEST28ix OB L BIE & & b,
LUT U REbLENENNTANDH L EBRT 2N TE, D LD T v
A LT=FAKIZ > T Tz,

T — hafRiiih, ;| 7
N—h, S a—UhNVE Z
NENOL YT MBI EE
DEONT y—< A% LT
H oW, FIFELLEIZT A RO
AT LATWERE T
OTERVWHERS, F72,
BEICEGOETAREET S
LT FANDOFTAITEH R
T —< L AZBIMLTH D
W, R0 REE S o ToR—
T4 —EERTELDOTIIRNVNEEZTCND, FEFH2RAAE LTy a—Fo—
Eh B U7, ZAUTERES D DI DR b ) S B WHABD B O AT % HT > T
HLHIEEE O HREIELNIERERKBLTL YT > EBMERR LT DT, R,
Bt A v—T% Y L—79 % &\ 9 ThanksgivingZ2 & CTIEOESMIZ TE 72,

F L LTI, A DThanksgiving party)?4 £ T T—HFL oW FLTZ S
Wel2E, ETHEMRAIL LD Z LN TEL, TBMTIES T2 S AITEL BAL
HLETFS,

62



Christmas Party

Manohar Rutvika Nandan (India)

The Christmas Party was held on the 16th of December. The toban had organized food, drinks
and games for the residents and the guests. Each resident was allowed one guest. The dinner had
5 main dishes, 5 side dishes and 5 deserts. The residents helped cook this delicious meal. There
was pizza, spicy Korean chicken, lots of good salad and many other things. The dessert was
equally delicious. The guests looked really happy with the meal and there were few leftovers.
After the dinner, the residents had organized a dance show for the guests. As is the tradition,
some guys dressed up as girls and performed a beautiful number. This included Hiro, Kenzo, Ko
and Stef. The girls: Jeniffer, Natsumi and Hikaru performed a graceful dance on ‘If I was you’.
Everyone received a big applause.

Then we proceeded to play some games. The toban divided the guests in three teams. We played
games that incited everyone to work as a team. The games included pictionary and limbo. Then,
it came close to the time to say goodbye to the guests and start with the opening of presents. The
toban had planned a secret santa for everyone. Everyone’s presents were piled up below the
Christmas tree and one by one we started opening the presents. Each resident opened their
present and then tried to guess who it was from. Well, not everyone could. The joy on
everyone’s faces as they opened the gift was undeniable.

This way we ended the celebrations for the Christmas party and everyone proceeded to have a
drink or two and chill with their friends thereon. It was a celebration filled with joy, love and
laughter. The residents of HdB hope for more such upcoming celebrations. It was a perfect way

to start the holiday season before everyone returned home or out for vacations.
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High-Tech

Fevre Mathieu (France)

The High Tech Toban has to take care of everything that concerns High-Tech : printer,
computer, routers, etc. The main and serious trouble that happened during the year is that we
received 2 warnings about illegal movie downloading from the Internet Company. If we
receive a third warning, the Internet will just be cut. So, DO NOT DOWNLOAD ILLEGALY!
There was some trouble about the printer and we had to find a new one. Some old residents
gave a printer to Stef, and then Stef gave it to the dorm. However, some people using Mac had
problems and could not print. The computer that is in the lobby is also very old and not
working. To solve the problem of those who cannot print, according to me the best would be
to buy a new computer, link it to the printer and then people who want to print something will
just have to bring their files on a USB key. This investment will be discussed as soon as
possible.

The router of the second floor broke down. Then, only the router of the 4rth floor is working
properly. So we connected all the Wi-Fi routers of the second floor to the router of the 4rth
floor. However, it makes the internet slower and less stable. A call to the Internet is needed but
still haven't been done yet.

Finally, the High-Tech toban has to take care of HdB's internet blog. I uploaded all articles

residents wrote about event that occurred during the year.
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