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Regeln 1. Der Pricde kostel etwas. Es gendigs nicht, sich ner mit Worten flir den
Frieden einzuserzem. Auch der Krieg kosiet etwas. Wer bevablen jabriich
Miliionen von Franken flir dic Ausbildung der Minner zum Krieg und
Fir die Waffen, Wenn es uns wirklich um den Frieden zi tun ist, miisren
wir Zeit, Geld und Kraft fiir dent Frieden im Volk und unter den Volkern
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Kyoto International Student House *+ Haus der Begegnung Kyoto

PRINCIPLE AND PURPOSE
by Dr. Werner Kohler

“Haus der Begegnung” is a house where men from
different continents and cultures, of different races and
colors, different social strata, religions and outlooks live
together. The house members face realistically the
difference of national, cultural and religious backgrounds.
It is a “House of Encounter” as its name ‘“Haus der
Begegnung” indicates. It is an experimental training place
for peace, which is not merely absence of war, a training
place for the construction of a new form of society
necessitated by the demands of the world of tomorrow.

The house life is guided by the following considerations.

1. The living together in the International Student House
Kyoto is not an end in itself. Nor is it a world of its own. It
is concerned with the daily human society to which we all
belong. Our human society, as history shows, is in need of
constant renewal. Forms of society change, old traditions
decline, new ones arise; but Life Together is the
destination of man.

2. Life Together is life in relation with others, with those
we like and those we dislike, with those who have
different convictions and opinions. Life Together means
love and respect for those who are different. We have the
freedom to agree to disagree with one another.

3. Life Together is life in daily renewal. We all have a
natural inclination to favor our own beliefs and concepts.
The house members let themselves be mutually
questioned and challenged in their opinions, attitudes and
habits. By nature we are inclined to have relations with,
and fulfill responsibilities to, our own family group and
those of our own social milieu or those that are useful to us.
We aim to outgrow these self-centered inclinations. Life
Together allows for diversity and runs counter to
conformity and unconformity. The traditional societies
classify people according to their educational, political,
moral and financial standards. Life Together transcends
these traditional classes.

4. Life Together is an adventure and an experiment. “Haus
der Begegnung” in Kyoto practices in small dimension a
new form of society. This new society is both conservative
and revolutionary in that it respects the past with its
traditions and looks to the future with its possibilities. It is
a form of society which is renewing itself in free
self-criticism of its members. The basis of this Life
Together is Life itself.

Thus it is hoped that students living in this house are
willing on their own initiative to participate in various
activities such as seminar-like meeting, common meals
and house chores of different kinds.

*Dr.Kohler was the most central among the forwarders of HdB in 1965. He and Dr.Inagaki served as the first

House Farther.
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BMOWHHEZRF S TWET, Z20%, BICEFPENL WS 0TI, BOFEMOIZD
DANFRG 72 DT,

BREELIOR 50 4RI, A 34 AR Lo R AR O 81 FE S 973 4. OFak
STV LOHIZEEM 11 BLFM L7cE, BHEE13 94 7 EnD 2992 4 DZ EITDIX
DET, ZNDORE PFEEEIL, FEICB T 2 FBEIOM S ADRS LT, 20 (%)
THER L2 NMFE O LdEmE#SE b o THAP TEREL T ET, 1985 1013, =
D &5 72 EBEAZTRIEE A 5 < FEAL S 4 TEBRAS IR D% —E] TEFRAZ 55 ) E ik
RUIRBE | 2% H L E L,

FERIL, (M) RS Z A DFE DA — L ~N— 5 TR F &1, [URL] http://hdbkyoto.jp
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1. Al46 Werner Kohler Jc4= & Fga{#se A4

1984 4 8 Az Z#iE &7~ Werner Kohler ti 1%, AAAET 7 I v gy
(SOAM)H b FERICIRIE ENTZHAETTH 0 | FEHARFOFER T L (1954775 1959
), BARNEAS & —FEIZAETE LI BB O 7 e e S L THE W)
OBEEMICEST &, THEWDOF ] (HdB: Haus der Begegnung) OFEIEZ 15T, AANC
HdB & &%~ <, x%Xfﬁé@%%#wght(iﬁ@7%4/&meww%J
BIREBEEEZ SR 24 2—), ZiL. [Principle and Purpose | (ZEHUL &, BifE
® HAB IZAEE 1T TV D, 45K, mmkﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁ ARG Z Lz THRR) &7
S TS, A AL, EEEPBEICEHEREN THAESEENTTO T, HPEELE
HELTH, AT MEE) SV SHEINEL Ly, LorL, AARTIIHIB (H
DVDF) EFRLTH, WPERLFEMINRNE LT, TEHEE) &) SERED
Nz H>Th 5,

YIFHARICOFFPERIIFE LD, BPACESERIET 2720 T HARANZIA
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HZEERTED IFEICELUD TF], 2F 0 TEBEFEDFE] (Kyotolnternat1onal
Student House) (Z{k& 7= & Vil TV 5,

“Haus der Begegnung” is a house where men from different continents and cultures, of
different races and colors, different social strata, religions and outlooks live together.
The house members face realistically the difference of national, cultural and religious
backgrounds. It is a “House of Encounter” as its name “Haus der Begegnung” indicates.
It is an experimental training place for peace, which is not merely absence of war, a
training place for the construction of a new form of society necessitated by the demands

of the world of tomorrow.
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Lessons@HdB!

#408 Ranjan Kumar (- > F)
SRR TR

I am writing this article in this yearbook for the third time. In other words, I already stayed in
this house for more than two years. The duration of stay made apparently me a matured guy
more than before entering house and I can feel now. During my long stay, I came across the
varieties of events, met several unique personalities, and collected many exciting memories.
Every moment in HdB provided me the opportunity to learn something new through the house

tobans and events. So, my learnt lessons are as follows:

1. It is all about you buddy: Every resident is essentially a nice as a human being
despite coming from the diverse backgrounds. I observed that they are similar in
aspirations but their unique etiquette and way to treat others make them more unique.
This uniqueness of a fellow resident is priceless and provides you to learn from each
other. So, your personality will add a value in this house. Everybody will cheer what

you are. You are a bright colour among many other equally bright colours.

2. Melting pot of youth cultures: This is more than true. Residents come from different
milieu and are all young carrying over special youth cultures. House events provide
hot pot to melt their cultures into a single one and become something novel and
exciting culture that gives a scintillating joy. You can encounter such phenomena only
here, in HdB.

3. Follow the house rule and house will follow you: Discipline makes a system
systematic and thus life becomes easier. This is exactly happening here. You can be
darling of the house if you are a systematic and follow the deadlines. HdB respects
one who is disciplined. I like this about HdB.

4. Cooperative Corporation: Life is to being social and social is to being cooperative.
HdB provides you the testing ground to test this enduring fact. My friend, I tested it
and found cent-percent correct. Cooperation is one of the important attributes of
living a social life that you can learn in HdB. Cooperation among fellow residents in

daily life will give you immense happiness and satisfaction. There is no better place
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to learn team work. So, I call HdB is a cooperative corporation!

5. Think for fellow residents: Life is difficult if you are studying alone far away from
your home. Life isn’t smooth always. There are some ups and down. Specially, when
you are down you need to have somebody to share your problems and talk to. HdB is
a fantastic place in this regards. Personally, I received such back up from many

friends living in this house during me shaky moments.

6. A home away from your home: The house parent is the guardian of this house in
true sense. Residents are the members of HdB family. This spirits bind up your
spirit into one HdB spirit which drives the house ahead and will continue to do so in

future.

With these lessons, I will go out in the real world and try to follow and to spread the meaning

of Haus der Begegnung for the better globalized society.

(Yearbook Vol.32 X ¥ #ii#k)
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Learning in HdB

#220 Yan Jiang (China)

Center for the Promotion of Excellence in Higher Education, Kyoto University

Confucius said, amongst three people walking, one can certainly be my teacher. I
moved into HdB in the spring of 2013. During these past 3 years, lots of people from different
countries, with different culture background came and went. I experienced so many good
events such as seminars and trips. During these 3 years,

I have really learned lots from the HdB people.

I have learned how to cook soy milk pudding

and pineapple cake from Oppa and Chika. I have

>

learned from Higuchi-san that “diversity ” not only

means sharing happy things with each other but that

this also includes the differences and the pain between

people with different backgrounds. I have learned how

to make a rule through humor but that works effectively from Danielly and the tiny tweezer
thing in the shower. I have learned that kindness is to make the one you are helping feel
welcomed not guilty from Junta and Naoki when they helped check my Japanese and English.
I have learned that to be loved by people is to be kind from Sam who is always prepared to
offer help to others.

I also recognized some of my weakness through working with others. For example,
after I was in charge of the international food festival, I knew that I should not judge people so
quickly. When we were working as a team for the Christmas Party, I found out that I am
tempered with the people I don’t like....There are really so many learning episodes I got from
HdB people during these 3 years.

I have got my doctoral degree for education and graduated from university. I also
have to graduate from HdB but my learning will go on.

I want to show my gratefulness to all the HdB people. Thank you so much for
teaching me so much. Hope we can see each other someday somewhere.

(Yearbook Vol.40 J v #i5i)
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Changes in the past 3 years

#411 Winij Ruampongpattana (Thailand)
Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

As you read this article, if you know me, you may realise and question why this guy
wrote again!? (hahaha) Yes, I think I have become one of the students who have been living
in HdB for longest time already.

During these 3 years, I have experienced many “changes” in the House. I first

stepped in this house as a Scholar since April 2013 and became a Resident in the following
semester. That was my first change. To be honest, to stay in this fascinating house for 3 years
(or more) was not my plan in the first place. I’ve never imagined myself being a resident for
this long.
However, I changed my mind once again because of marvellous atmosphere and an invisible
thing called friendship which tied me to here. As we had more and more events and activities
together, we got closer to one another. It made me feel like being ‘home’ with a ‘family’ even
though we are all from different countries with different backgrounds. As a result, this change
enriched my life, broadened my mind, and brought me countless days of joy and happiness. In
addition, another important thing I found here that completely changed my boring life in
Kyoto was playing pingpong with friends in HdB. At first, as I recalled, we were strangers
from different continents but we gradually built our friendship along with pingpong skills with
rackets, then we became close dudes, and eventually best friends. This was the most enjoyable
time for me and could never be replaced at any cost. Therefore, I could not move to anywhere
and I thought living in this international house has been one of the best moments in my life so
far, and my second year was also my best year in Kyoto. The only thing which made me
depressed was when my friends moved out. Their graduation forced us to say good bye.
Anyway, | do believe that our friendship is always with us no matter where we are, isn’t it?

This year, another change was I was assigned to be an advisor by Shiro who was the
chair person at that time. I never thought about becoming a part of team members before.
However, I learnt a lot about HdB life with this role and better understood how hard-working
the previous teams, HP and the office have done so far in order to support every single toban
and solve every conflict arising.

Last but not least, I want to say thank you to our house parents, and officers who
always take good care of us in every event and of course, you guys for our friendship! Even

though some people already left this house and some are going to leave soon, I promise that
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such noteworthy experiences we shared together will not be forgotten and will be a vital
contributing factor to help me fulfil my life in Kyoto. Sadly, next semester is going to be my
last 6 months in this house and my awesome journey here will also end. Alhough many things

keep changing, but nothing can change my feeling toward HdB.

(Yearbook Vol.40 X v #ixy)
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Encounters in HdB

#417 Luca Bergfelder (Germany)
NCC Center for the Studies of Japanese Religions

My name is Luca and I moved into HdB on September 17,
2015. The entry procedure was more than simple, because HdB
directory is on good terms with NCC, where I am doing my studies.
I am going to stay here until March 2016, and already now I can say
that HdB was one of the best things that happened to me in Japan. |
have been to Japan already twice before, at the age of 16 resp. 17,
and although my stays were always fun, what was lacking were

people to talk to that shared the same experience as I did: Being a

foreigner in a country on the opposite side of the globe, whose
indigenous mostly don’t like and/or are unable to speak English. This danger of isolation is
confronted by HdB. From the very beginning, everybody accepted me as I was, kindly looking
over my mistakes and inpolitenesses. Whenever I needed help, had a question or just wanted
to talk to someone, I could find some people around who showed interest in me. Although few
of the residents are rather reserved, still there were special occasions when I had the chance to
get to know them better, like common meals, sports day, seminar, trip or thanksgiving.
Additionally some of us are very eager to spend the nights together and arrange dinners,
parties or movie nights. Therefore, the HdB facilities are of great use: The TV, the games, the
billiard and the ping pong table as well as the bar are doing a good job. Even the weights
downstairs can be used regularly and without difficulties, which is unique for a students” dorm
as far as I know (I have lived in three different kinds of dormitories in Germany).
Beside the people living here, I am glad to have our house parents, who always and at every
time of the day (or night) are there to help us out, and the office, who is polite and friendly and
making bureaucracy as easy as possible.

Last but not least it’s very convenient to live right next to Kyoto University and
Kamogamo River and not far from neither Sanjo nor Kita-Oji, for a price that’s more than

reasonable.
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To summarize up: I have been told about HdB by my Senpai from Germany and got
scared about all the obligatory events we have here, but very soon after my arrival to Japan, I
was glad to being included in a tight community of students of every age and from all over the
world. The last three months, I never felt lonely (what I did a lot when I was in Japan the first

and second time), but still I always had enough space and time for myself and my hobbies.

Thanks HdB for taking care of a wretch like me!

(Yearbook Vol.40 X V) #i5d#k)

43



L& LOfiiLEYY HdB T

#402 L F8 (BE)
PR NE SR

FAZEVE D D A K FIE AR R~ 2Tk 2016 - 4 A
5. EEEREEAEOF HIB ITfEATWS, BEOD—EBE LT,
HdB DAEFEZFBI Lz, BIFE, HAB IX 10 Z[E 6 O AN
HARNEEBIZEFELTWT, WS REHEOLIRGEZ XS,
HdB 13 b D& 3 285 Th 5,
HdB Tix., FENMOORPAEN, BAROUESLAEEEICEN
THH IO TRITFE 127D, Bx RITHICEENRSIN
LTW5,
JFH4S (Thanksgiving) (2 1 X% 4272 HIZ HAB @ OB & FUERIF DA
E—HEICRRM L, L OFEHKEMME LT, RbFELE LT, ZLOREOFT O
FLYVDOKK] ;oTe, ZOXIRZWOYEBE L, FELBIIFEED X 52T
BV, EVWobEEFE L, BoBAEKET S, EUOIERM DB AR L -
TRENHEZRDOND L)Y, BEEBR T 0 0 r AR EDIEN, 7
IR TENT/ =T ¢ — 2Rl L TW5, FAEDHAEDSZBE D Z AT, T
SMOPRLIZAR D,

EIRAZ I &A1 s, D& DDA WTIXARWES 9 hy, BES 7 o — b3
TH 0., TREBEHELHS R LI, R T B A —FROPEERN
BHLOOH D, EO LI LU TRAZMERT 57 HIB ORERIFHIZSIDEE X D,
HdB TIIAEIFEOH THESULDOZEEMEE H 2 #8325, B3k Rz2bob
DO~DEREPIREREY | ODEDDFBEDO LK T D, ZTH L THKDLANE ADOERD
IR EROETH 5,

44



HdB O A4 7%

[

B Bt Youngsoo Choi (i FeIE])

HEXY HEF

04F 10X, VYT RrELTAELELE, A0
FFIE3FELENI ARPBEED  BH 344 HAB (2FETe
EIFREWE LERFATLEZ, AF X DT, 4L HIB Tlidldk
o4 (Life Toghther) | & TH{Z3U\(Encounter)| & U9 HoK
HEZET TR, ZOMRZZ0 HIB O KO TH Y
F9, T \:®£ﬁ_@00#hfbiw 7. A DR s B
MTEPFIZIFELVOIFFHZAERICB T EE->TVE
R

FWAE LTz & XD HP X
CUARKREENATNE, SR AD 4 NFEETLZ,
CWIZ, TAY I BKE bR HM & Joe HF T,

- Z LT, P28 LY, BUHKRE (fiH HF & Rianne HM) % L T Yoji < AD 3
NZFE s

EMEE2 2 HP 23, A B O A AR EZARYIT T CHITE L., S HER
el EEARBITEH LT £7,

HdB TOEFED BN TN, . FIZHELDIHIZIWT, B T<id, sanig Tl
no, 8 nEonhd, KENPD D, BENHD, WEND D, MENRET S, F
yFUNIEND IR ERE

HdB #HfNCTLE D &, KYICHHANHKE KR < (RIPLHY - Exciting TIE7Z2W) | [F
FTHENPNWRWEFBIZZARIZLEDELZRZWNEDORON]E H 2 FZEL TWET, HIB
. EBEMHAEEAEEZEELTEY, KYICZZi2nb e e— a2 R DT ENT
EEMHTY, TLTC, FTETDOHIB OEKEDS LS 2B LTWET,

HRIINEOH D TR, DOFELHFTHD)
i, AR EREFO—ETT, R 2T, RTINS EF ST FREH D AL
HNTAEENTEDL ZOHBITIARLBICH Y DTV LBV THY . BN
PEOF T o L R FHERFN A BT ZEMZ IR THBY £97,
RRTTN, A0z 82> T THL20 DAL L EEFRILEZER

45



BuE LA LEDLNTEVET, KYITHY BT WIRD TTGEER)

* HdB O AR D Resident |25 272 2 &1, HAB TEEZREWHZ 2 EAEST
L,

« HIB OATE TR > 72 Z £ 1%, Common Meal TER L WVER 232445 2 &,
F7-. BN cooker ToWE ETHRIBLAEST22 L, H L. FvTF o OFHIEIR,
HC

« HdB EfEDIF & 70 & Z A3 NHEE 5 T5H Lobby, WAAREDKENRTEXDHZ &

- HdB ZEi&E o722 & 2 Ak, 728 HAB 2% - TW\< & &, B9k & L7- Lobby,

YeHdB OAEIEZH L SRR S DIZT D720 DT R34 A
N AAXRY MNIETE LTINS D, T, 2T I — L ERBR?
HH A= IS (BT vV — - b L - BEREHE)
CR7eHEX, v E—IZHEED 1¢Fﬂ&H#F'ﬂ%L "7
ALY EE'uuoté: RS Bt T, $IATENCRE T,

N S

Mz F AN TS IZ HIB OFEREDOHE S £, 2052 RE0 LTRILR L L E
‘aAo

46



[HdB % 537 - ]

Remembrance of HdB and Sakura

Elisabeth Vollenweider-Varga
(Old Switzerland house mother (1988.4-1990.4)

In a few weeks we will leave Switzerland by airplane to visit Japan again after eight years.
Slowly I’'m getting more and more exited. After a cold January here in Switzerland and a mild
February, we feel springtime coming: Our garden is full of snowbells, the days are longer, the
light is brighter and the temperature is rising. When we will arrive in Japan we will be lucky to
see and experience Sakura one more time.

I was a young woman, when I saw Sakura the first time. I was very surprised to see women
and men equally adore and celebrate the delicate pink cherry trees. I liked to see groups of
people sit under the trees, picnic, take photos and just have a good time. Before that
experience, it never came to my mind to welcome spring, the renewal of nature, with such an
awareness and celebration attitude. I got affected by this new approach towards the seasons of
the year. Since then I feel the rhythm of the seasons, of the years, of age, of life and of death.
In addition, before my time in Japan I was not able to see the poetry and the beauty of the
fallen flower leaves covering the ground like a veil. Up to then the beauty of a flower
consisted only in the stage of a flower bud or in full bloom. — It never crossed my mind to
celebrate the beauty of a flower, when the leaves were fallen down. I started to keep the
flowers longer in my vase to observe and celebrate the beauty of the fallen leaves. I realized
how important it was to give attention, respect and gratitude to the whole circle of the life of a
flower. And then I understood the importance of this attitude in connection with other things
and also with human beings.

Now during our stay we will maybe witness the last period of the HdB-building as we got to
know it nearly 30 years ago. We will have the chance to let memories come alive in each
corner of the house and fill our souls with happiness and gratitude. The house was host to so
many stories. — We will think of all the students and the guests who assembled in this building
during our time as Swiss house parents, of the meetings at night, the cooking, the cleaning, the
painting, the trips, the common meals, the parties, the chats and the laughter. — My heart will
be broken again not to be able to meet Michiko Utsumi, my dear dear friend, who was at my
side as the Japanese housemother. She introduced and explained Japan to me in her gentle and
humorous way. I could ask her anything and we would laugh together like girls during our
common activities. I felt very welcomed. I cannot express how happy she made me with her
openness and friendship. I was so lucky and will never ever forget her!

Now with our forthcoming stay in Japan of four weeks we hope to have the opportunity to
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renew old friendships and get to know the new generation. I am so curious to see and feel the
changes in HdB, in Kyoto, in the Japanese society. I will have the pleasure to introduce Japan
not only to our daughter but also to my sister this time.

The wheel of time is turning. Doors close and doors open. So it is with Sakura, with HdB, with
dear friends and with us. Let’s enjoy every moment of magic and be filled with gratitude,
peace and love.

Japan we are coming!

In great expectation and with my warmest greetings.

Welcome Party (ZC 201744 A
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Embracing 2017

Frédérvic Sausse
( Old Member 1972, France)

| stayed at HdB in 1972 and 1973 at the time where Professor Osawa was housefather and
I, a student at Kyoto University in linguistics. | met there a lot of interesting people and also created
lasting ties. | a{waﬁs enjoyed seem? the house again. My last visit was at Christmas 2006 and | took
some pictures of the party (see below). | am a journalist and | publish an online journal based on the
cultural events of the Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris, "sagaet" (sagasét.oveer-blog.com),
some of which are in Japanese.

As the theme of the Yearbook 2016 is dedicated to the reconstruction work for the house, |
tkou\iht it was relevant to present you two stories of La Fontaine that remind us to the need to worry
about future. Jean de La Fontaine Is a French poet of the 1 7th Century, | believe, well known by the
Jogoanese for his fables. For some of them he inspired himself from Aesop (Aisospos 7th-6th centuries
BC), a Greek writer considered as the father of the fable in [iterature. | present you two fables, the
first: "The Old Man and the Three Young Men" comes only from La Fontaine imagination, and the
second: "La Cigale et la Fourmi", is inspired by a fable of Aesop that La Fontaine has enriched,
azcordmg to his personal style, adding in particular the notion of Christian charity to emphasise its
absence.

Among the illustrations | gathered for the occasion, one quite remarkable is extracted from a
book of "Fables chosen from La Fontaine" Eubhshqd in Tokyo in 1894 by P. Barboutau, who himself
specifies in his introduction: "It is the work of Kajita Hanko, of the realistic school of Yosai (declared
during his lifetime by the I;‘W\geror the greatest painter of his time), who was asked to paint the Cicada
imploring the Ant her neighbour. He rﬂoresents her so unbappﬁ and in such an urgent need that we
cannot help being moved by her misfortune. We do not think the subject can be better dealt with. All
the fables illustrated by this master of great talent, though still young, are treated with the same
artistic feeling that he expressed in his entire work."
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Common Meal Recipe

[Spinach and ricotta cannelloni]

INGREDIENTS . QUANTITY
Butter 500 g
Olive oil | as per need
Garlic 2 heads
Oregano . 250 g
Spinach . 1.5kg
Basil . 200g
Tomatoes 1.5kg
Black pepper as per need
Ricotta cheese 800 g
Parmesan cheese . 500 g
Cannelloni tubes . 120
Mozzarella 500 g
creme fraiche (sour creme) | 800 ml
nutmeg
<STEPS>

1. In a pan, melt butter and add olive oil, garlic, oregano, nutmeg and spinach.
Cook until the spinach is cooked.

2. Take out the spinach from the pan and allow to cool. Then add olive oil, garlic,
basil and tomatoes to a pan and cook well.

3. Finally add black pepper, salt and little sugar so as to finish the tomato sauce.

4. Squeze excess water out of spinach and chop it. Mix ricotta and parmesan and
fill this into cannelloni tubes.

5. To make the white sauce, add pare

6. In a baking tray, pour tomato sauce and place filled cannelloni tubes over it.
And pour white sauce over it. Finally sprinkle oil.
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Welcome Party Speech (A7)

A Chairperson  I-Ting Huai-Ching Liu (Soraya)

“Your well-being is our priority, and communication is the key.”

BEISAZATAE, £9ZF HIB~, FAIESFHOF =T /=Y VT
CHLET, IALSBBEWLET,

Good evening everyone. My name is Soraya, and I’'m the chairperson for the spring
2016 semester. This year, we have new residents, new scholars, and also new House
Parents with a House Kid living with us! On behalf of the team, I would like to give you
a warm welcome to HdB.

As you may already be aware of, HdB has many rules, events and duties, which can
sometimes seem quite a lot to people at first. But I want to ensure you that HdB is not
just about the rules and the duties. What’s more important, is the connection you will
share with other people. You will make friends through these activities that you plan
together. You will encounter people from different cultures. You will share experiences,
create laughable memories together. It’s about being part of a family.

As members of the team, our job is to provide a platform for you to connect. We have
an official event once every 2 weeks, and we encourage any unofficial events in
between. If there is something you would like to do, such as a movie night, games night,
study group, running group, or just want to have a party, you are more than welcome to
propose it in the Facebook or Line group, or talk to us if you would like us to do it for
you. On the other hand, if there’s anything bothering you, whether related to HdB or not,
please don’t hesitate to let us know. Your well-being is our priority, and communication
is the key. If my Japanese is not good enough, the rest of the team members speak fluent
Japanese and English, so please feel free to share your opinion and communicate with
us.

Special thanks to the many people who helped made this Welcome Party possible.
Some of our residents: Sam, Ellen, Oppa and Gauhara have volunteered to cook, and
our House Parents and HdB staff, Higuchi San, also helped the team prepare some
wonderful dishes. Jennifer has made a video to introduce you to life in HdB, which we
will see later. We hope you enjoy the party, and will enjoy the rest of your stay here.
Thank you!
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Welcome Party Speech (1% 1])

#%¥] Chairperson Hidemi Nakayama

Good evening everyone. And welcome, or welcome back to HdB. Since this place is
called “house”, the team would like this place to be where you come back, where you
stay with your family and where you can be yourself. And we’ll offer anything we can
to ensure it.

By the way, my name is Hidemi, a chairperson at this moment. Precisely a year ago, I
didn’t imagine this place would be such a huge part of my life. I was actually on the
side to be welcome, feeling quite nervous and worried about everything; people, toban,
amenity all about this place. That was my case. Then what were you thinking about
HdB before you come here? The place you are obliged to work for? The place troubles
you by noises and dirty kitchens? Or the place you have to keep clean, otherwise
somebody becomes very freaky like me? As a matter of fact, that’s all true, though not
essential. HdB is the place of enlightenment. We offer many chances like toban, a duty
you must accomplish, and your turns to cook for Common Meal etc. At the beginning
you may be afraid or just want to be lazy. Never the less, you will be enrolled to our
community whether you like it or not through those chances, and can’t prevent yourself
from being impressed by how awesome our people are. You’ll start learning their mind
and capability to bring betterment into yourself. Simultaneously, you are the person
who is providing betterment into us.

Before the official beginning of the party, let me take another minute to say my
gratitude to my “awesome” people. Our great team members and voluntary cooks who
prepared yummy food for us. Higuchi-san and Shimizu-san who arranged everything
for the party. HP who have been taking care of us. And everybody who helped us in
many ways. Thank you very much. And once again, thank you all for coming, and
welcome to HdB.
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Common Meal (Fij)

YEMRFE Kyungmin Lee
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Sports Day (Fij)

W%  Sarasa Amma

On 26th April, Our house HdB had “Sports Day” and this event was actually the first events in

all of another events.

We had “Water fight” for this year.
What is the water fight? It’s a sports using water guns, water balloons, buckets and you can

win if you could make the opponents team more wet with their wearing water aprons.

Luckily we had really sunny day on the day. Our souls and passions were getting warmer and

warmer regardless of our wetted body by the water.

We used the calligraphy papers so some players lost their papers in 1mins so sometimes we
did the judgement not how those two teams wet but we did judgement how much the papers
left. (this is unexpected situation. sorry)lol

Moreover, some too passionate players tried to do unexpected penalty like picking the paper

aprons of the opponents team or hugging with opponents team members lol

The judgement of the game was done by sports todan but this was so difficult especially in the

close game.(hope it was right judgement for you all)

It was first time for us to make planning the event from the beginning so it was a bit of tough
to decide what kind of sports should we play? What kind of weapons are good for the water
fight? How we order the pizza and which pizza should we do on the day? ........ and so on. We
sports toban were a little nervous for the reasons above firstly until the day but our anxiety
swoon disappeared to see the players enjoyining faces in the game!!!! (Actually I really
wanted to join you guys but I had to do judgement instead><) p.s. I got wet with the leatest

team as a penalty tough lol

Hope this sports day event could be a good exercise, or good way to communication with

other residents throughout the sports.

We would like to say ‘thank you’ to all of the HdB members.
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Special thanks

Thank you house parents for your cooperation and understanding, thank you for joining the
rehearsal before the game. Thank you volunteers people for taking many great photos on the
sports game. Thank you for all of the participants for showing your passions and souls and

making the game more exciting.

See you again at next sports day!!
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Seminar (Hij#)

WUFEMFE Chiaming Shen
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Seminar is one of the most important events in HdB. People from different countries can learn
the traditional culture through Seminar. Kyoto boasts its historical ruins and traditional
Japanese culture. That’s the reason why we held the Ikebana (flower arrangement) event in
HdB. We invited the professional teacher from Sogetsu school (¥ H i) . Sogetsu is a school
of Ikebana, or Japanese floral art. Sogetsu typically uses either a tall, narrow vase such as one
made from a bamboo stem, or a flat, open dish in which the flowers and branches are fixed in
a hidden kenzan spiked support. However, other forms are possible, including highly elaborate
creations that fill an entire hall. One of Sogetsu central ideas is that an arrangement should
have three strong elements, each with certain proportions and arranged at a certain angle. But
there is considerable latitude to work with whatever materials are available and to express the
spirit of the moment. The school was founded in 1927 by Sofu Teshigahara. It is currently led
by Akane Teshigahara, the founder granddaughter. Noted practitioners include Master
Instructor Koka Fukushima, whose masterclasses worldwide have received acclaim in floral
art circles. Everyone in HDB learned the traditional flower arrangement culture. We really

appreciated the teacher’s lecture.

66



Trip (AITH)

WkfFE  Ji Seul Park
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International Food Festival

WEMRFE Christopher West

The 9th of July saw the return of one of HdB’s most cherished traditions — the International
Food Festival (IFF). Every year, we invite our neighbours into our home to taste a variety of
flavors from around the world and to thank them for their continued tolerance of our existence.
Once again, the house pulled together to make the vast array of dishes on offer, with the
passion of the representatives for their offerings matched only by the enthusiasm of the
helpers. Together, we worked long into the night (special mention to Sam for giving up his
birthday evening to marinade Chicken) and made enough food to buckle the tables. In total, 12
countries were represented: China (Sago Soup and Boiled Pork Burger), Taiwan (Bubble tea
and Tofu Pudding), Korea (Potato and Kimchi Chijimi), Madagascar (Godrogodro, Mofo
anana and Akoho saosy), Brazil (Torta de Bolacha and Farofa de Banana), Czech Republic
(Ovocne Knedlicky), Greece (Chicken Souvlaki), France (Crepes la Confiture), England
(Carrot Cake and Scones), Sweden (Semla), Finland (Brita Cake) and India (Paneer Tikka).
With such a variety of foods on offer, you might be forgiven for believing that some
unpleasant flavour combinations might have occurred. What do you get if you mix boiled pork,

paneer tikka, chijimi and banana? Fortunately, no food remained on anyone’s plate long

enough for us to find out!
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Cleaning Day (Fii#)

YBEMFE  Akanksha Tyagi

In India, we have a very famous saying which translates to “Cleanliness is next to godliness”
in English. So, before any festival (which in India is almost every month), the cleaning of the
house and its neighborhood are very important part of the preparations. And that was the only
image I had about clean-up “festival coming up? start cleaning-up!” So, I was very surprised
to see that in the list of annual house events of HdB, there is something called “BIG Clean-up”
or }% 9 U, that too twice in a year.

It is the duty of the house keeping toubans to organize this event. The event usually starts
around 10 in the morning and lasts till noon. Residents are divided into small groups and
major places of the house like lobby, laundry room and the kitchens on each floor are cleaned.
The event ends with a lunch, provided by the toubans, which is usually a pizza party (and yes

we get to choose our pizza before the event).
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Common Meal (4 #)

Ykft#% Kaori Yoneto
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Sports Day (% 1)

WEMRZE  Yijun Chen
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Thanksgiving Day

LE#FE I-Ting Huai-Ching Liu (Soraya)
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Trip (% 3])

Yk #E  You-Shan Tsai

* Saturday, 19.11.2016

We all woke up early in the morning. It rained quite heavily. Everybody of our
members was still tired influenced by last night’s common meal. Some of us enjoyed a party at
the outside of House late at night. Nevertheless Hibiki knocked out our room doors at
exactly 8:30 and a few minutes later we all had our bus tickets in our hands and started our trip
to Wakayama City. We walked to the bus stop at Kumano Jinja with our umbrellas and went
to Kyoto Station, where we got the JR train to Wakayama. At Kyoto Station we already felt
excitement about our trip to another city in Japan. The train was so crowded that it was quite a
challenge to keep us all together to Wakayama Station. At one moment we had lost our
Housemother and Yoji, we could find them fortunately. When we arrived at our destination,
the rain had stopped.

The first thing we did in Wakayama City was visiting Wakayama Castle. This castle
was built in 1585, but destroyed by the bombing of the Allied Army during World War II and
rebuilt in 1958. It has been open to the public as a symbol of the city since then.

The view from the top of the castle was wonderful. We could see the Sea, Wakayama
Town and the autumn color leaves of all the trees surrounding the castle. After seeing the
inside of the castle we played a very funny hunting game on the grounds of the Wakayama
Castle Park. All of us were put to specific groups in which we had to play some roles. During
the games we had taken photos with a ninja style. The first group won the game. After that we
visited other several spots of the park. Once we finished the game, it was time for another
funny experience, which was to dress like a real ninja. Every one of us got dressed up like a
ninja and then we took thousand pictures acting as a ninja walking around the castle.

In the evening we finally went to the guesthouse where we stayed the night. The
guesthouse called Saika Guesthouse was an excellent one for our big group. It provided us a
well-equipped kitchen and dining room. The trip toban decided to have a nabe cooking (a
cooking in a pot) for dinner. So one group went out to the supermarket and bought food for a
delicious nabe. As soon as all the ingredients for nabe arrived in the guesthouse’s kitchen, our
residents worked amazingly like bees to prepare for the best nabe that HdB trips had ever tried.
We had three tables, pots and gas stoves, we divided into three groups and ate it in three
different nabe pots. There was one really spicy pot, two normal ones contained no pork. As we

had plenty of delicious ingredients, we all got so full and happy. Our lovely evening finished
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with the celebration of a birthday of one resident. It was the 20" birthday of Mr. Sohma. We
made him drink one bottle of Smirnoff Ice at once and after that we had cake, snacks and
drinks together. Getting tired at the night, we slowly went one by one to sleep with satisfaction.
* Sunday, 20.11.2016

The next day started very early in the morning. We were preparing for breakfast at
6:30 and left the guesthouse for an amazing trip to Tomogashima Island at 8 o’clock. The
island was once a military stronghold and is full with ruins of former weapon batteries. We
took the ferry from Kada Harbour at 10 o’clock arrived there about half an hour and made

hiking in the Island to discover its mystical ruins. We took the ferry back to the harbor at 3

o’clock and finally came back to our home, HdB.
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Christmas Party

YEMAFK  Anika Arenz

The Japanese style Christmas Party of 2016 was a successful event. Thanks to the help from
the residents, staff, the Toban members and other participants, everybody enjoyed the event.
So it started with a short Welcome message, but everybody couldn't wait to try the
heartwarming home cooking by the residents. It was so delicious. After the meal we all
enjoyed the entertaining performances of Christmas songs and of course especially the sweet
“Christmas girls” with this awesome Shibuya-dance.

After a little break we started some funny games (for example: Paper-folding-dance and
Limbo) which brings the residence closer together. And it was really fun!

After that we hurried up to clean up the dishes, because we all were so exciting of our secret
Santa gift and to find out who was each secret Santa. Christmas spirit were in the air and filled
up the room, so our real Santa (Chris) could appear and bring us our gifts.

Thanks to everyone that everybody gets his gift and felt the lovely Christmas feeling.

As shown in the pictures below, everyone had a smile in his face, felt happy to be part of such
a wonderful party and be together with friends.

Thanks to you guys which shown us a great

performance, participated the games and made

the evening unforgettable.

Thank you also to everyone who was involved

into the party and thank you HdB for such a

heartwarming time.
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Cleaning day (7% 1)

WBFEMRFE Chiaming Shen
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Seminar (7% 1)

YEAFE  Alexander Van-Brunt

This year for the seminar we had a session in Aikido. Loosely translated as ‘the way of the
unified spirit’, this is a purely defensive Martial developed in Japan in the 1920’s which
focuses on ways to redirect the energy an attack to render it harmless. It is particularly known
for its emphasis on not harming the attacker. This decision came after a variety of
considerations was put to a vote before the dorm.

After a lot of last week angst about the details of where to do it, and a lot of time spent
specifying the right pizza, we finally had a plan. We invited five students from the Aikido
circle from Kyoto University. Upon giving us a small speech about the nature of Aikido, we
split into groups of two people each. For the next hour and a half we practiced a variety of
grabs and subduing techniques against an attacker. Three weeks later at time of writing my
hand still hurts from being tested on. But it was worth it for the interesting insight into this
martial art, and for some time afterwards people were still practicing these grips.

This concluded with us going outside in the snow just starting to fall, for a small performance
by the Aikido club with a sword and staff. One sassy group photo later, we were all happily

enjoying pizza.
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High-Tech and PR (HTPR)

WxAMF  Hossam Elsaka

HT stands for High Tech, which is basically -in HdB terms- anything manufactured after
the discovery of electricity. Originally, this toban was made to take care of a smooth and
stable internet flow in the dorm as highly functioning printers. BUT, since this year, when
a blender breaks, who you gonna call ?

This year witnessed the introduction of a new network covering the east side of the
building which ensured all residents an equivalent right of strong high speed internet
connection 24/7 - 365(6).

PR stands for Public Relations, we take care of our internet blog. Updates on our
year-round events ensure the strength of the message of “global encounter” on which

this dorm was built.
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Year Book

LEMAFE Ko Yanase
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